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Editorial

The Greatness of Blessed Chavara

Swiss linguist and semiotician Ferdinand de Saussure (1857-1913)
introduced a concept in which he makes a distinction between ‘langue’
and ‘parole’. Parole is the use of language by an individual, his/her
utterances and messages, written language, spoken language and so
on. Langue has more to do with the system of language which is
realized as parole through individual messages and expressions. Noam
Chomsky a linguist at MIT USA has come out with another set of
terms almost in similar lines when he used ‘competence’ and
‘performance’ as important concepts in linguistics. In both instances,
in the case of langue and parole, and in competence and performance,
they signify a higher realm which envisages infinite possibilities. Parole
and Performance refer to actual performance in a context while langue
and competence point to infinite possibilities.

To extend the analogy furthethe competence of Blessed
Kuriakose Elias Chavara from which the performance resulted gives
us an opportunity to reflect on the greatness and vastness of the thinking
and the planning which went into his initiatives and leadership. In this
edition ofCarmela Sandeshamiso we reflect on the Thrusts
identified by the General Synaxis through the embellishments of it by
Fr. Louis Malieckal CMI and on the legacy of the leadership of our
founder through the gist of contents of the presentation on the
Leadership §le of Blessed Chavara by ReFr. Auguistine
Keemattom CMI during the assembly of the superiors held at
Poornodaya, Bhopal. While it is easy to comment on the actions and
style of leadership of Blessed Kuriakose Elias Chavara from the
comforts of a far distant historical perspective and a totally different
cultural milieu, a reflection on what he achieved through the trying
times he had to go through will elicit more appreciation to the man and
his struggles in achieving what he has achieved.
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It was the time whefiravancore was a princely state under the
British rule. Through the influence of the British and the Protestant
clergy there were some movements to introduce education and social
reforms in the countryThe abolition of slavery in the kingdom in
1855 is said to be one such creative steps by Uthram Thirunal
MarthandaVarma who ruled between 1847 and 1860. In 1857 the
king started a school for girls as well. Howewerthink lage along
these lines and to bring this to a popular level and to initiate steps to
start schools at the parochial level takes a lot of courage and staunch
faith. To enable the recent converts and low caste students to acquire
the benefits of education was quite revolutionary considering the
mindset of the society in those days.join hands with Fr Leopold,
an Italian missionaryto found a religious congregation for women in
1868 and to start a boarding school for women in the year 1868 were
indicators of the wide acceptance Blessed Chavara had among the
people and the clergy of the times. This was an instance wherein the
royal priesthood in Blessed Chavara penetrated to the society in the
form of a provider of knowledge; providing education was an exclusive
prerogative of the royalty or else, it was handled by selected groups
of people those days. Proper training for priesthood, for which formal
seminaries were started by the founders of CMI congregation at
Mannanam to begin with and then attached to other monasteries in
the course of time, was always a priority to Blessed Chavara so that
good leaders of the society would transform the society for better
and fasterSo also other pioneering steps initiated by him, for example,
the model for sustaining the institutions he started through regular
contributions from families without feeling so much of pinch like a
handful of rice as a contribution from housewives, skill training for
the sisters at the convent, reliance on the generosity of the public for
the running of ‘upavishala’ (home for the destitute), initiating a
revolution of knowledge through improvising a printing press, unceasing
efforts to unify the community against divisions and schisms, opening
up the treasures of spiritual material for reading and enrichment from
all known sources, and many other steps to liberate a people to the
great possibilities that the Lord invited everyoneuytherefore, must
be perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect” (Mt. 5:48).
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Just as Chomsky compared performance to the visible tip of the
iceberg of which the major portion, the competence, was underwater
and invisible, the awesome personality of Blessed Chavara is seen
only partially through the bits and pieces that we pick up at this point
in history The humility of a religious was so much of a virtue in him as
evidenced in his writings, he never wanted to boastfully project his
actions to the public. His ardent faith in thienighty was powerful
enough to instill in him a spirit of incessant hard work in the vineyard
of the Lord all his lifeA glimpse of his personality that is surfacing
from his writings and the fruits of his labour as experienced in the
community are enough for us to be thankful to the Lord for what he
has been for the Church. May he continue his spiritual inspiration for
all of us in this year of canonization!

Fr. SebastianThekkedathu CMI
Councillor for Education and Media




Prior General’s Message...

Dear Rev Fathers and Brothers

239 Novembey2014.Yes.We are almost there. How blessed are
we to witness this historic event of canonization of our beloved founder
Blessed Kuriakose Elias Chavardbng with Mother Mary every
CMI member has to recitmagnificatwith deeper meditation and
meaning.

The contemporaries of Blessed Chavara had firm conviction in his
holiness and sainthoodhat is why RevFr. Leopold exhorted the
members of our congregation to preserve all the things used by
Chavara. He himself made copies of Chawata'stament and
distributed some other things that belonged to Chavara to all the other
monasteries as sacred relic.

On his deathbed, Blessed Chavara could“a@gan tell you with
confidence that | have never lost the grace | received in baptism”.
What a beautiful saying! It sums up his life of holiness. CMIs have no
greater legacy than living such a life of grace, being ever faithful and
open to the Spirit.

“What are you looking for?” (John 1: 38). This was the first question
of Jesus to the first disciples. Even today the question of Jesus remains
the same. For this question, the psalmist has a perfect answar: “Y
face O Lord, | will seek” (Ps. 27:8\fter come and seprogram
(John 1:39), the first disciplesésponse was, “@&/have found the
Messiah” (John 1:41).

Vision (darshar) of the Lord in India has been the deepest aspiration
of Indian ethos and in Blessed Chavara we find a happy blend of
Indian and Christian yearning. In India, seers and sages left for forest
and climbed mountains in search of the vision of God. The fundamental
motive of our founding fathers to leave the tempting world was their
deeper thirst for this divine vision. Though they did not leave for the
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forest, they ever remained faithful to the original vision of seeking the
vision of the Lord. This deep aspiration to see Jesus and it is very
much evident in the writings of mystic Chavara. “I long to see” is a
recurring expression used by him 47 times in his batkanutapam

The longing expressed by Chavara is a longing to see Jesus in the
manger Jesus in Nazareth, Jesus at Cana, Jesus at Cdinally

see Him face to face eternaliinally, the Universal Church, through
canonization, declares that Blessed Chavara is eternally in the vision
of the Lord.

But the question is: Where shall we seek Jesus today?

Encountering the Lord in the Eucharist Life is a journey and
every journey gives us great learning and unforgettable experience.
So was the case with the disciples on the road to Emmaus. They had
a sense of loss when they said, “But we had hoped that he was the
one to redeem Israel.” (Luke 24: 21). There was no ray of hope in
their lamentation. Later they encounter the Lord at the least expected
time. “When he was at table with them, he took bread, blessed and
broke it and gave it to them. Then their eyes were opened, and they
recognized him” (Luke 24:30-31). They see and experience Jesus in
the breaking of the bread, in the Holy Eucharist. That was why Blessed
Chavara had special devotion to the Eucharistic Lord. He spent hours
kneeling down in front of the tabernacle. How fervently he celebrated
the Holy Eucharist! He initiated 40 hours adoration. There is no better
place than the tabernacle and the presence of the Eucharistic Lord to
sharpen the saw of your life to make miracles happening.

Encountering the Lord in the Word: “Were not our hearts
burning within us while he was talking to us on the road, while he was
opening the scriptures to us” (Luke 1:3¥Yord of God was the sole
food and drink of our beloved foundé&For the word of God is alive
and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword, it penetrates even
to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts
and attitudes of the heart.” (Hebrews 4:12). “Jesus Christ is the same
yesterday and today and forevéHebrews 13:8). Blessed Chavara
instructed his followers, “¥oid wasting your time in useless
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conversation. The time you save after your proper work and recreation
should be spent in spiritual reading.” Blessed Chavara meditated upon
the word of God. He has defined meditation d&éogue with God

“It is an act of dialogue of the person united in love with the divine
spouse, Jesus Chri¥¥hen friends sit close to each othtey find
enough topics to talk about without end.” Commitment to the word
enabled him to proclaim the word with authority and authentidity
initiated Sunday sermon and retreat for the Idibe prime work of

the priest is proclamation of the word: through preaching, personal
life, ministries we undertake. Whether we are in education, media,
social apostolate or any other ministgt us remember we have only
one mission: proclaim the gospel. 8é&/to me if | do not preach the
gospel!” (1 Cor 9:16)

Encountering the Lord in the poor. “Truly I tell you, whatever
you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you
did for me” (Matthew 25:40). The success mantra for the final test
given by Jesus is in identifying Jesus hidden among the pesus
was so much aware of his mission to the ptidre Spirit of the Lord
is upon me, because he has anointed me to bring good news to the
poor” (Luke 4:18). Blessed Chavara reminded us, “The day on which
you haven't done any good to your fellowmen will not be counted in
the book of life”. He adds, “Do not insult the poor; neither should you
vex them, because if God sees them weeping He will surely wreak
vengeance on you”. Commitment to the poor has been his passion
and he took the first step to start a Home of Charity for the sick, old
and destitute. He gives a special mention on nursing of the sick.
“Nursing of the sick may be the most difficult, unpleasant, detestable
and degrading act before fellow men, but it is the most meritorious
service before God. It is true that many saints reached the height of
sanctity by nursing the sick. | have my own fears about the houses
where there are no sick members. The reason is that the absence of
a sufering member in the house would not bring Gdalessing in its
wake.”

. FrancisAssisi, while praying in the Church of. ®amian, felt
the eyes of the Christ on the crucifix gazing at him and heard a voice
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saying three times, “Francis, go and repair My house, which you see
is falling down.” Canonization of our beloved founder is the great gift
of the Lord to the universal church; but for us, CMis, it is a great
responsibility to live the legacy of our founddirthe spirit has fallen
down, it is an acceptable time for repair and renewal. Our saintly
Father invites us for an awakening to create a Chavara momentum
within our lives and communities. The best monument we can make
now is reconstructing our lives in the original blueprint of CMI way of
life.

A CMI member is a man of prayer and CMIs are primarily a
praying community Prayer activates our apostolic mission and
apostolate enriches our spiritualifyt times we make comment that
the youth of today have no thirst for God. But the youth say that the
issue is not that they are not thirdyit we are not saltyf salt has
lost its taste, how can its saltiness be restored? It is no longer good for
anything, but is thrown out and trampled under foot. St John Paul Il
says very categoricallyA constant danger with zealous among
us is that they become so immersed in the work of the Lord that
they neglect the Lord of the work "We have become workaholic,
but the casualty is our mission. If we have no time for appointment
with the Lord, life ahead will be a total disappointment for us and for
the people of God. People may ask us, “Jesus | kaod/ Paul |
know; but who are you?” (Acts:19:15).We know $. Kuriakose
Elias Chavara, but who are you, CMI? CMIs have no any mantra
other than “Sanctification of self and salvation of &E.Prime Minister
calls for a Clean India (Swachh Bharathhiyan), let us regain the
pristine glory and authentic legacy of our beloved foundetr us
become the change we want to see in the world. May the canonization
event empower us for a Second Chavara Revolution through CMI
family! Yes.We can, by His grace.

Fr. Paul Achandy CMI
Prior General
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FOURFOLD THRUST OF GS 37*

Explained & Interpreted, Inspired
by Bl. Chavara

Fr. Louis Malieckal, SamanvayaVidya Dham, Rishikesh

Introduction:

The four thrusts of General Synaxis 37 (GS 37 hereatfter) for the
realization of its common theme “ CMI Charism and its prophetic call
for global mission” may be listed as follows: 1. Being deeply rooted in
the CMI community charism, 2. Being committed to the poor and the
marginalized, 3. Renewing the families after the model of Blessed
Chavara, and 4. Proclaiming the Gospel to the ends of the \&&rth.
shall take them up one by one, examine their roots and source materials
in the life and teaching of our Founding Fathers, especially Blessed
chavara and make further comments in view of our present-day life
and ministries.

1. CMI Community Charism: Its Deep Roots.

The original inspiration for ‘religious life’ springs from the heart of
a ‘secular clagy man’- Fr Thomas Palackal, when he was Rector at
the Pallipuram semi nansince Fr Chavara was in those days a
student there, not only as a close relative oPBtackal, but also as a
faithful and beloved disciple of the Malpan, it is most likely that as an
experienced Guru, he was able to discover in the young Kuriakose a
suitable candidate for the prospective religious life, and so shared
with him some of his inner thoughts about this dream propantsana
veedu’ bouse for God-experience) dapasu bhavanam’hpuse
for ardent prayer).

Foot Notes

1 This article is an adapted form of the “Orientation paper” presented to
the 29 session of thetSohns province BijnorProvincial Synaxis, 1-3
September 2014.
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SimlultaneouslyFr. Thomas Porukara, who was much junior to
Fr. Palackal, already when he was a seminaridfaeipuzha had a
dream of becoming "hermit’ after his ordination; and he shared it with
his friend and neighbour Jacob Kaniyanthara of his own age, because,
“ If we were to remain in the world, it would be hard to secure the
salvation of our souls,” he told his friend. The latter was not initially
very much interested in it; but eventually he too became enthusiastic
aboutit. One reason for it seems to be the marriage proposal brought
to him by his family people, which he did not like.

Now, God provides for a joint consultation of this dream project by
the two groups: When the second group (Porukara-Kaniyanthara
group) happened to hear about the proposed programme of ‘religious
life’ of the first group (Palackal-Chavara group), the former felt drawn
to be with the lattetbecause in this matter they were all on the same
wave length. FiPalackal gladly welcomed them to make a joifuréf
they unanimously decided to approach #rehbishop Maurelius
Sabilini. The two groups agreed that Palackal together with Fr
Porukara, who was then secretary to the bishop would meet him for
the purpose. FiChavara describes the meeting in the Chronicle as
follows: “ One day FrThomas Porukara and.Arhomas Palackal
made a request to tAechbishop, ‘ Both of us want to lead a secluded
life somewhere . Kindly permit us to do ¥de shall find some one to
be your secretary

As we knowthe bishop accepted their proposal on the one hand ,
but added a new and ecclesial dimension to it, saying “...you can start
a monastery; it will be useful for you as well as for others.” When the
two expressed reservations about its realization for want of material
resources, the bishop assured them sayinye’have a lot of
Christians in our country and if you collect their contributions, it will
be possible for you.As the bishos suggestion was quite encouraging,
they returned gladly and later discussed the matter with some other
priest-friends who also expressed their favourable opinions about it.

Thus we find that at its very source CMI religious life has a deep
communitarian dimension. This spirit is continued through the next
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stages of Its foundation, be it in the search for a suitable place for the
monasteryor in the event of laying its foundation stone, in the choice
of the patron of the first house being built and so on.

Now, we have to introspect about the quality of this community
charism, as it is being lived to da¥e have the funny definition of
religious community by/oltaire’. It is not the number or numerical
strength that makes a group communiBroup of a number of
individuals will make only a crowd; but that of persons will make a
communityAs the late Prof. Ramond Panikkar would,spgrson is
a bundle of relationships”; he is open to communication, which can
lead to communion of hearts and minds, eventually leading to the
creation of communitySociologists speak of two kinds of groups -
society Geselschajtand community Gemeinschajft The former
is a well-structured organization, with its own laws and goals to be
achievedA typical example is any firm or company in the corporate
sector like Birla, Tata, Reliance etd@he latter is an informal group
bound more by affective relationship than legal and rationally structured
relationships; it will be comparatively small, having the growth of its
members themselves its goalnd its best example is family

Now, today religious community is both - society and community
company and familyAs community it is a way of life, like familynd
its main goal is all-round growth and welfare of its own memigdrs.
the same time, it has to function aSeselschaftsociety because it
takes up several tasks which we call apostolates or ministries. Should
the religious community give more importance to the members and
their welfare or to the goals to be achieved even at the expense of the
members’ welfare? No doubt, fundamentally a religious community
is a way of life like a familyand it is theagapeiclove (giving-
descending-emptying love of God) that should bind us together; itis a
reflection ofTrinitarian love (Jn 17: 23).

2 * Religious are those who come together without knowing each, other
who live together without loving each other and who depart from the
world without mourning each other

(2]




There is a beautiful piece of instruction in the KrisNagurveda
in the context of more than one prieptjari) engaged in ritual
sacrifices, emphasising the need for unity and concord:

“ OM May he protect us both together; May he nourish us both

together

May we work together with synergy; may our study be vigorous and

effective

May we not disown each other; Om peace, peace, peace . (YV —
Shantimantraj.

What isTrinity or Triune Family {ritva Kudumba, but a perfect
equality of persons (substances) with distinct functions. What is
transparent in the Father is the Son; what is transcendent in the Son is
the Father and what is immanent between them is the Jwidt.
since each human person is created in the image-likenessloithes
God, we have inherited each one of us this triple dimension —
transcendence-transparency-immanefnod.the quality of our unity
and community depends on the quality of our openness and self-
surrender to the othdn this respect, the Holy Familyi(@i-Kudumba)
presents a perfect human image offifieitarian Divine FamilyThe
Biblical ideal of “assembly of God” (Qah#hhweh) and the great
Vedic ideal of “whole humanity/entire creation as one family”
(vasudhaiva kudumbakanare parallel images of the same lofty
ideal community

It is now up to us to reflect and discuss how this lofty ideal of
community charism is preserved and promoted in our life and activities.
It is important here to remember that growth in spiritual life of
members of a religious community depends very much on their
community life* Whether the community is made up of 2 or 20 or

3 Om sahanaavavatu.sanau bhunaktu;sahgann karavaavahai.efasvi
naavadhitamastu; mavidvshavhai
Om shantih! Shantih ! shantih

4 There are two theological reasons for this. First, communitarian experience
of salvation in Christianity as well as Judaism; religious community is
the foretaste of the Kingdom of God, ushered in by Jesus. Second,
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200, and more, what would make it really a ‘community’ as a heritage
of our Founders, is not the number/quantity of the individuals, but
quality of the persons through their constant communication and
consequent communion of hearts and minds in every plan, program
and performance of it for the glory of God and good of the people
Besides, he strongly recommended the Confraternity of Happy Death
to be continued as a community actiyligcause “ a spiritual exercise

in community has better chance of survival than individual spiritual
exercise, because the former is stronger than thelatter

2. Commitment to the Welfare of Families

The above reflections on our ‘communitarian charism” naturally
lead to a discussion of a renewed commitment to the welfare of human
families. Blessed Chavast'vision and mission” of Christian family
has been immortalized to a great extent by his two letters written to
the members of Kainakari parish and through them to all the families
of the world, of which the first one is in the form of his LaMill
(Chavarul) and the second one is on tdpavi-shala its purpose
and need; establishment and maintenance. The source of his great
devotion to the Holy Family and to tfiénitarian Family was his own
family life experience. He was particularly fortunate to have a very

religious life is a call to follow Jesus closgind it is through prayer and
community life that a religious assimilates to himself/herself the
personality of Jesus. In fact our community life is the laboratory where
we experiment and build up our christificatidimat is why Karl Rahner
while explaining how other religions can be facilitators in human
encounter of salvation in Christ, says “ If God is really reaching out to
every one with saving Grace, God can do this only in a human and social
way, given the social nature of human bein@bis can happen only
through the religions through which the humans-in-society reach out to
God in their prayers and rituals.” (Theological Investigations, ymll¥8

5 See no.2 of th@estament of Blessed Chavara to the CMI Members
(Malayalam), in Chavata Central Secretariat (E&tjers of FrChavara
(Malayalam),p. 143 for a beautiful description of such a family life

¢ Ibid.p.188

7 Cf. Mathias Mundadan, Blessed Kuriakose Elias Chavara, Dharmaram,
2008,p. 262.
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pious and devout Catholic familg father well grounded and firm in
faith, and a mother exceptionally pious. Full of gratitude to God, he
sings for the gift of a loving and caring mothén his letter to the
Kainakari parish family he defines Christian family in this waj:”
good Christian family is the image of heavenThose bound by
ties of blood and &ction, living togetheruly respecting and obeying
the parents and thus ensuring their salvation, each according to his/
her vocation, constitute a rightful familyIt can be seen that Blessed
Chavara in his reflections on the role of parents in the family has
amazingly anticipated to a great extent Pope JolsrFdmiliaris
Consotio, andVat II's Lumen Gentiurg’statement on family as
the Domestic Church (see LG)1

In the Chavard, he gives 24 instructions in which a number of
principles and practical aspects are elaborafedmention a few
first comes the Lord’ principle to” love one another as | have loved
you”, which is followed by the lofty virtue of forgiveness, illustrated
by an episode from the life of emperor Constantindde mentions
humility as the hallmark of a Christian family and advises to avoid
showing of one’s wealth or powereminding us of how God punished
David for ordering a census of his people as an act of pride. These
are followed by 16 rules of upbringing children in the proper way
which is a grave duty of parents. He instructed them through Bible
stories, anecdotes, comparisons etc., which are quite appealing. They
reveal the depth of his wisdom and the width of his knowledge. For
example the story of a Japanese mother and three childreith
which he concludes these instructions, is very interesting as well as

8 Cf.Atmanutapam |: 71-77; Mundadan ibid4Bf. .

® CollectedWorks of Chavara. 1y5.102

10 A man from the street came up and dealt a blow on theskthgekThe
whole army sought his permission to kill théeoider But the king replied,
“Even the lowest officer can do that. That is not a big thing. But |
forgive him.That is the sign of my strength.” (quoted in Mathias, ibid. P
263)

11 Briefly this is the story: Once upon a time in Japan lived a mother with
three children who were too poor to support their mother as she deserved.
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enlightening. How true is Mahatma GandRkigaying that There is
no school equal to a decent home and no teacher equal to a
virtuous parent.”

CMI proclamation of the “CH¥ARA YEAR” (2014- 15August-
2015) has more or less coincided with the Popedclamation of the
YEAR of FAMILY 2014 . Moreover Ill Extraordinary General
Assembly of the Synod of Bishops, which meets in Rome on 5-19
October 2014 has the general thenftastoral Challenges to the
Family in the Context of Evangelizaiont? Therefore, it is quite
fitting that we meaningfully invest our resources — personnel and other
— for the renewal of families which is clearly visible in the life and
mission of Blessed Chavara, and is well articulated i€h#svarul.
Probably school is one of the best means to do this family mission.
One of our fathers, FPaulson Muthipeedika ot.S”auls province,
Bhopal, has started a family apostolate recétiigly Father Francis

In those days it was a law in Japan that if anybody captured and
surrendered a thief to the government authorities, he would be rewarded
with a lage amounted of monein order to get money to support their
mother one of the children pretended to be a thief and other two handed
him over to the authorities and received their reward. Later when the
authorities of the jail saw the other two frequently coming to visit the
‘thief’ and encouraging him to be brave enough in facing death for the
sake of his mothethey thought there would be something fishy about

it. But on enquiry when they discovered that the boy was facing death in
order to make funds to support his mothleey felt great admiration for
them and they informed the king about this fact. The king then not only
ordered to release the youth from the jail, but also decreed to arrange a
pension for the support of the mother (see |bi26®).

12 This is a sequel to the 1 ®rdinary General seembly of the Synod of
Bishops that was convoked earlier on 7-28 oct.2012 by the Pope emeritus
Benedict XVI with the theme: “ The New Evangelization for the
Transmission of the Christian Faith”.

13 He writes, “ | have started to visit the families of the students earnestly
...from a village called Gorkhpua centre of BJBeople. | end the visit
with a prayer for the familyin my conversation | speak to them about
their relationships with in the familwith grand parents, neighbours,
relatives etc. | also urge them to reach out to the poor and needy in the
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in the homily preached in the context of the first anniversary of his
Papal ministrysingles out §Josepts role in the life and ministry of

the Holy Family: “ ....... From the time of his betrothal to Mary until
the finding of the 12-year old Jesus in the temple of Jerusalem, he is
there at every moment with loving cafe.a spouse of Marfe is at

her side in good times and bad, in the journey to Bethlahem for census
and in the anxious hours she gave birth: amid the drama of the flight
into Egypt, during the frantic search for their child in the temple and
later in the day to day life of the family of Nazareth, in the workshop
where he taught his trade to Jesu$.The Pope has highlighted this
wonderful example of St. Joseph in order to emphasize the role of
parents as role models in the growth of childédbert Schweitzer

has rightly said: “In inspiring or influencing others example is

not the main thing; it is the only thing.”

3. Commitment to the Poor and the Marginalized

When we are personally and collectively strengthened by the CMI
communitarian charism, inherited from the Founding Fathers, and as
we invest increasingly in personnel as well as material wealth for the
renewal of modern families, which face a number of problems and
challenges, that engg from the consumerist culture of to day

village. | have asked all the students to pray daily for one person whom
he/she does not like. | am getting good feed back from the people. For
example, in the first PAmeeting this year 408 parents were present out
of 475 students. | spoke mainly to them about the need to have a value
based formation of the children and the role of the parents in forming
them into good citizens. | also talked to them on how to pray for everything
in life — new day parents, friends, brothers/sisters, relatives, teachers,
neighbours, mother earth ef&lso to pray for the pogrorphans, the
sick, homeless, jobless, etc.
Interestingly a BJIReader NeelTiwari, Vice-President of ShivSena of
Narsinghpur district, who was in the crowd incognito, later came.to Fr
Paulson to express his appreciation for Paulson.s efforts to educate the
villagers........

4 Fr. C.J. McCloskey" Pope Francis on the Family and Human Life”,
Zenit.og, accessed or"@&ug. 2014
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which children and women are increasingly becoming vulnerable, we
become ever more sensitized to the needs of vulnerable human beings.
Empowerment of these people essentially calls for a preferential option
for them, adopting a simple CMI life style among all our members, in
all our communities and institutions.

In the life of the Founding Fathers, especially Blessed Chavara,
we have enough inspiring examples of burning charitable actions: The
orphanage at Kainakari is an eternal monument of Chavanarity
and compassion for the suffering and abandoned members of the
society In His testament he says, beggars should never be sent back
empty-handed. He also instructed that the servants should be well-
paid and that the payment must not be delayed. The rule of collection
of rice at each houg®idiyari) was mainly to give clothes and rice
porridge (kaniji) at noon to poor people. The establishment of ‘Charity
House” ( Upavi-shala)”and ‘Confraternity of Happy Death’ was for
none other than caring for the sick andfestifig of the society
especially those at its lower strata

Following in the footsteps of our Blessed Founder shall find a
way of sharing with those around us, especially domestic/office/
supporting staff who help us in our varied ministries ( e.g. welfare
schemes for domestic staff), inclusive and empowering education in
our institutions, enabling people to obtain their rights, as well as increased
sensitivity towards natur@ll these are in one way or other part of
our commitment to the rescue of the vulnerable in nature and among
human beings. It is heart-warming to note that GS 37 if‘ige&sion
has come up with meaningful resolutions to improve and strengthen
our interest involvement in social apostotate

4. Proclaiming the Gospel “to the Ends of the Earth”

The CMI spirituality shaped by the Founding Fathers’ charism,
which was rooted in a fourfold dimension of community-family
welfare-social sensitivity-gospel proclamation, should be the special
characteristic of our mission in India and abroad. The community —

15 See Resolutions 8f7h Part IVDepartment of Soci@postolate.
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social sensitivity dimension of their evangelization may be found in
the establishment of catechumenates attached to all the early
monasteries, starting with Mannanam in 1864, byClhavara as its
Prior*® . In this attempt, it may be noted that faith formation was
preceded and accompanied by human development . Moyeover
respect for the faith of other religious followers , shown by our founding
fathers is a great lesson for our inter-religious relations as part of our
evangelizing mission.

1.

Guidelines for a New way of Being Missionary in India/Asia

From the limited response of the Hindus and Muslims to Christian
mission, in spite of hard works and struggles of the missionaries, it
would appear that mission in India/Asia in the traditional sense is
one of the most difficult and least successful in the world.

But success or failure of mission could be ascertained from two
different perspectives, namely quantitative and qualitative. Mission
in the traditional sense of preaching the Gospel to people, converting
and baptizing them seems to be a failure to a considerable degree.
This is from a quantitative/institutional/ numerical point of view
However mission, in terms of change of hearts and minds, and
transformation of Indian social structures as well as acceptance
of Christian/human values of life, we can say that most, if not all,
strata of the society have been positively affected and influenced,

16
17

Mannanam Chroniclevol.111,p. 30, quoted in Mathias, work cit.252.
During the search for a suitable place to start the first house for religious
life, they came upon a plot of land known as Pullarikunnu, near
Kumaranellur in Ettumanutpon government enquiry for the consent of
the local residents, it was found that the Hindus there objected to it
because Kudamalur was supposed to be the residence of their goddess,.
Although one Muslim business man from Ettumanur called Ojanar Methar
offered to get the local objection removed, our founding fathers did not
want to hurt the religious sentiments of our Hindu breti#e@a.wonderful
response to this attitude of religious dialogue, when the construction of
the Mannanam monastery started, the elderly member of Chittezhath
Hindu family offered a part of his house for the fathers to keep their work

tools and to take rest.
19



of course in different degrees under the impact of Christian mission.
It is estimated that the less than 3% of the Christian community in
India has made an overall impact of 24% on the Indian population.
This is a qualitative result of evangelization. In tfisr8llennium

the effort of the Church in India/Asia implementing the call for the
Popes ‘new evangelizatiorprogram has to b® increase this
qualitative dimension of Christian mission. All our apostolic
works — education, health care, social involvement of diverse kinds
— have to imbibe the spirit of Jesus’ low profile, but penetrative
and effective way of announcing the good newkire
concretely, we shall withdraw as far as possible from prestigious
and competitive fields of service, aimsest more and more
personnel and esources in frontier ministries.’® A major
chunk of people deserving our ministry in this area are those
displaced by the nationfaceless development thrust.

3. New evangelization in Indighall present the person of Jesus,
or the story of the Galilean to our people, without focusing
on creed, code or cultjesus who was constantly at prayer with
the Fatherwho was close to the pgahe lowly Jesus eating with
sinners and outcastes, touching the unclean and allowing them to
touch him, Jesus intensely human and compassionate, weeping for
a dead friend, Lazagroaning at the sight of the dead son of a
poor widow washing the feet of his disciples; Jesus healing the
sick, the lame and the blind, dead and dumb, Jesus forgiving his
tormentors while dying on the cross . When Gandhiji had said that
he loved Christ but did not like Christianitye meant this Jesus, |
believe.And in doing so he captured the heart of what a vast
majority of our people in India feels.

4. In India we do not have the Euro-American “eclipse of God”. Our
challenge is the all-pervading religiositgo-existing with

18 Frontier ministry could mean services done to the most neglected and
vulnerable people in the socigiite migrants, refugees, orphans, destitute,
old people, rejected by families, mentally and physically differently
enabled, those affected by HIV/AIDS, street/shelter children etc.
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dehumanizing povertyFor us, therefore new evangelization
would be not so much increasing the numerical strength of
Christians, as re-evangelizing ourselves, the already
evangelized, by creating renewed enthusiasm and zeal to
make Jesus Christ widely known, loved and followedIo tell

the story of this Jesus, in words as well as effective deeds of
loving service in such a way that our people would feel attracted
to the person of Jesus, desire to know him hdttee him deeper
and follow him closer

. The greatest missionary revolution of the last centagainly due

toVatican Il, was the discovery of spiritual riches of other religions.
This discovery with positive attitude of openness and dialogue, in
contrast to the closed and aggressive approach of the colonial
mission, has laid the foundation for a new civilization of brothers
and sisters in India. The task of the Church in India in response to
the call for ‘new evangelization’ is to raise the actual building of
this civilization solidly on this foundation through appropriate
methods of dialogue and inculturation as effective paths of
evangelization.

. We need to understand the Bible saying, Jesus is the only Savour

of human kind, (Irim.2:5) as follows: Jesus is indeed the only
Saviour but his saving activity today is also present through the
Spirit in other religions and culturé&dn a recent Roman document,
Dialogue and Poclamation jointly published by the Congregation
for Evangelization of Peoples and the Pontifical Council for
Interreligious Dialogue explains it this way:

Concretelyit will be in the sincere practice of what is good in their
own religious traditions and by following the dictates of their
conscience that the members of other religions respond positively
to Gods invitation and receive salvation in Christ, even while they

19

Cf. Amaldoss, “ Other Religions and the Salvific Mystery of Christ”, in
Vidyajoti Journal of Theological Reflections0(2006), 8-23; also see
GS22.
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do not recognize or acknowledge him as their Savi@irAG
3,9,11) (29)

We may recall here thegarticipator y mediations’ about which

John Paul Il has spoken Redemptoris Missi® . The other
religions can facilitate salvific divine-human encounter in a
mysterious way known to God, says, AMnaldoss?® Besides,

the Indian Bishops in their response to the pre-synodal document
for theAsian Synod have also expressed their mind in a similar
way?!

7. Different paths of mission, instead of one and only pathare
accepted to day by the Church, for example, (1) life-witness, (2)
direct proclamation, (3) dialogue, (4) development of people, (5)
inculturation??Sometimes a question arises about which of these
is the primary mission, which one is secondatg.There was a
time when direct proclamation leading to baptism was considered
as the primary path of evangelization, whereas others as secondary
and/or preparatoryetc. From what we have discussed above it
may be seen that this view cannot be held any more at least as far
India/Asia is concerned. In fact only the actual life-context of the
people concerned and the local Church can determine the path to
be chosen, for the following reasons:

8. In a societywhere injustice and poverty are rampant where
human dignity and rights are at stake,@meirch’s primary path
of mission shall be the same as that of Jesudo became the
voice of the voiceless. In a society characterized by a rich plurality
of religions,where each religion is conscious of its own
mission and asserts its uniquenessyhere conversion from
one religion to another is suspected as domination of one group
over anothercausing religious rivalryanaticism and the engamce

20 Cf. “Evangelization as Dialogue” in Indian Journal of Theological Studies,
vol 48, no.1, March 2011,pp. 34-49; see also RM 10

21 See Peter Phan, (e@heAsian Synod, (Maryknoll:Orbis, 2002),22

22 For the diferent paths of mission, see RM chaptero this we may add
recent possibilities through cell phones and Inter-nets
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of communalism and fundamentalisimere the primary path of
mission is ceating inter-religious fellowship and harmony

by inter-religious dialogues of various kinds. In a society where
there isno authentic religion, or where the existing religions
havebecome oppressive systemdirect proclamation of Jesus
as the liberator may be the primary path of mission, which may
also lead to faith and baptism in the traditional sefigend in a
society where the mainstream religion and its cultural expressions
are so ancient and influential in the life of the people, the path of
inculturation as well as inter-culturation may be a unique mission
program.

Finally, we live in a complex world todawe have before us an
‘Areopagus’ perhaps hundred times more complex than what it was
during the time of § Paul in Athens (cfActs. 17:16-34) in order to
be evangelizeé' For this we need of course new methods, systems
and modern facilities of the mass media, but above all we need the
dialogue-spirit of St. Paul and the ready-and-willing heart of prophet
Isaiah who said, “Here | am Lord, send me” to the Logliestion,
“Whom shall | send” (Is. 6:8)The Pope Benedia’ call for ‘new
evangelizationhas tageted first and foremost the secularized richer
but nominally Christian sections of the globe, and it is rightly spisfor
not the re-evangelization pbst-Christian Euro-America, which
still dominates and exploits the poorThird World, a greater
priority than converting the poor but religiously ri¢hird World?

To conclude The General Council, as authorized byGS37, has
planned various programmes at local, provincial and general levels
with the participation of the entire congregation as well as the people
associated with us so that the celebration of the Chafesmausher

28 Cf. K. Pathil, “Church in Pilgrimage with other Nations, Cultures and
Religions”, in Bp. Gregory Karotemprel etal Ed3hurch in India
Tomorow: A Roadmap for her Mission and Minigtin the Thid
Millennium Deepti Publications, Rajkot, 2011, pp. 185-212.

24 Cf.RM 37c
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in a new wave of personal and communitarian renewal in the entire
congregation and that we be engaged in all our apostolic activities,
particularly those for the renewal of family with more enthusiasm and
commitment. The final vision statement and the 10-point check list
provided by the last session of GS3Will hopefully maintain the
fourfold thrust.

25

8.

0.

Vision Satement : Transforming the individual CMI member and
community to be deeply spiritual and learned to be ahead of times with a
genuine commitment to the poor and with a challenging mission to reach
out to the families living the legacy of Blessed Chavara, making our
presence strongerAsia,Africa and LatiPAmerica.”And 10-point profile
(check list) :

A CMI member is a man of prayer and CMI community is primarily a
praying community Prayer activates their apostolic mission and
apostolate enriches their spirituality

CMils have a geneuine commitment to excellence in all what they do.
Mediocrity has no place in CMI way of life. CMIs keep on learning to be
ahead of times.

CMis have a genuine family feeling, spirit of togetherness and art of
team work.

CMis have an emotional attachment to the Church and cooperate with
her hierarchy

CMis and their institutions are closer to the poor and have high sense of
social commitment.

CMis render unique pastoral service, very difficult to be imitated by
others.

CMis wherever they are, and whatever they do, have a xense of family
and make an impact on the families they are in contact with.

CMis render a create role in evangelization through the media, the public
sphere and cultural space.

CMls are competent to provide leadership to the Chrch and the religious
congregations.

10. CMis have an international outlook and universal openness to reach out

to the ends of the earth, especially in the developing countries.
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Shared Experiences

North- East ... SoWonderful
Bro.Antony Mooolan CMI

It was my fortune to have village exposure in the soil of North-
East. It was for the first time in the history of Darsana that the brothers
were sent tAssam for the exposure programme in the summer
vacation daysnith much enthusiasm, zeal and suspense, we brothers
Nelfin, Akhil, Sibin and myself belonging to the Kochi province started
our journey to our mission- New Bongaigadssam on 2 May
2014. It was a fine morning o May, SundayAs | got of the train
in my destination | was so hapjitwas just because of rain thehs.

a Darsanite, it was a matter of joy for me to see the rain when | have
been struggling due to the extreme heat of Maharashtra. On my way
to bishop house, being a Sunday morning | was totally surprised to see
that Bogaigaon town was so silent. Brmmy Kalavaniyil and Fr

James Kunthara who were with us in our vehicle explained that there




is ‘144’. Only later | came to understand that the term ‘144’ meant
curfew Even though | had heared about curfew in my school days, it
was the first time | faced it directlWe got a warm welcome in the
bishops house by his Excellency Bfhomas Pullanoil, the bishop of
New Bongaigaon.

For three days | could not move anywhere else because of the
curfew By 4" afternoon my companions started to move ttedéht
mission parishes- Dadgari, Ballamguri, Kwila Mwila and Gurubasha.
Here my door was opened towards Gurubhasha which is situated in
the Chirang district on the way to Bhutan, so to say Bhutan is just one
hour ahead to Gurubhasha. In fact Chirang is the one among the four
Bodo districts imPAssam. | was fortunate to have almost two weeks
time in this parish. This parish is served by diocesan clergy and this
parish includes almost 800 families spread around 40 villages. People
belong to diferent tribal groups like Bodos, Shathalis &ativasis.
Though the people are so much interested in church activities and the
devotion, they were not able to come to Church because of the long
distance from church to the hous@4thin two weeks of time even
though it was raining there for many days, somehow | managed to
have village visits along with the parish priest. Really it was an enriching
experience so to saly taking part in the house blessing there in
villages, though we spent only few minutes, we were totally
accustomed with their culture. | got an opportunity to take part in a
Bodo wedding.

We had almost two week of experience in these villages. Even
though it was just two weeks, | could taste the culturdssiam
mission and the culture of tribals, especially of the Bodo tribe. ®n 13
May, we had our family gathering in Bongaigaon where all the CMIs
in Assam mission came together and shared the experiences with
each otherand we gave adieu to our young pioneer missionaries of
Assam mission. Re¥r. Sebed\utokkaran, the mission coordinator
thanked ReviFathers Sijo Muttamthottil arfdex Varapuzhakkaran
for the wonderful services they were renderingssam for the last
one yearAs the conclusion of my exposure program on 22th May
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we paid a short visit to Shillong. By 24vening we reached in the
astonishing land of Shillong.Here we were provided with occasion to
interact with matriarchal tribes like, Garos and Khazis of that land.
We were accommodated by Salesian fathers of Sacred Heart collage.
This amazing, exiting, inspirational journey came to an end when we
started our journey back to Darsana of\ld@y 2014 Assam mission
remains close to my heart as it provided me with wonderful experiences
and taught me many lessons which would be useful for my future
ministry. North-East was an eye opener for me to recall the words of
Our Lord “The harvest is plentiful, but the labourers are few; therefore
ask the Lord of the harvest to send out labourers into his harvest” (Lk
10:2).

Mission Experience in Dhule
Bro. Jery Joy Theckiniath CMI, Darsana, Wardha

“The spirit of Christ is the spirit of the missions and the nearer we
get to him, the more intense missionary we must become”- Says Henry
Martin.

Village exposure programme is something that most of the brothers
in Darsana look forward to. Indeed | was also looking anxiously
forward to it. | must say that | was indeed fortunate to have my
mission trip to the Chavara Mission in Dhule, Maharashtra along with
my fellow companions, Bro. Jerin Thottian and Bro. Justin Ukken.

Mahatma Gandhi was of the opinion that the soul of India lies in
the villages. Making a bit of change, | would ghg zeal of a religious
is in becoming the real missionary

Though we had been informed of the schedule there, even a month
prior to our trip, we started our journey from Darsana, full of
expectations, anxieties, dreams and prayers. Right from the journey
in the train, the whole one month had been of great experiences.
Talking to strangers in our half Hindi and no Marathi, | was actually
surprised to realize that | was able to speak Hindi even though | don’t
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know from where | got it and now | must admit that | believe that the
Gift of tongue is a true phenomenon.

Yesu Bhavan, Jalgaon was the first station that | was appointed
to. A short Introduction to the mission programme was given by Fr
Sijo Chonedan, the then superior of the house. In Jalgaon, the house
is situated next to an artificial lake. In Jalgaon, | had a time of pastoral
activities, school visits, helping in the construction of school, having
trips, sightseeing and family visits. | also had a session of cooking
experience along with the fathers and brothers there, as the cook
was on leave.

In three days, | was to move to another mission station in the
Dhule mission, and this time | was sent to the Chavara School at
Shahada were | could spent days of pastoral activities and sightseeing.
| also had the difficult experience of being alone in a big house with
nothing to do other than to prdn fact | was touched by the prayer
life of Fr. Sibi Kanjithnara, who is otherwise a very jolly man. Being




alone in a large campus which is completely isolated, he said that
there was no other way out for him rather than to.pray

In three days time, we were to come together at Nandurbar to
have a week of trainings, starting with the two wheelers and then a
week of Marathi classes, a day each for mechanical experience, tyre
repairing, television repairing, basics in Photoshop and Corel draw
computer hardware & electrical and plumbing basics. Though we
can't say that we were able to study much from it, the basic ideology
in sending us to these shops, a day each was to realize the hardships
taken by the ordinary men living there, who were, even in the midst of
all these, happyoving and enjoying/Ve have to sincerely admit that
our life is much more of comfort whereas the ordinary men we met
there, were struggling with the struggles of each \d&yalso had a
trip to the Sirpur Park, along with the community of the sisters there.

After a kind of days of enjoyment, the next place we were supposed
to go was to the much awaited village sfalgadgaon is a taluk in the
Nandurbar district and it lies in the Satpura hill ranges around 100 km
away from the Nandurbar centfefact to be noted is that we were
all asked, whether alone or in group, to travel by means of the common
transport and this indeed was quite challenging for us as we didn’t
know Marathi and the people were reluctant to speak in Hikieli.
were assigned to three different villages. Being alone in a village on
the hills, which took traveling in tightly packed jeeps, bullock carts and
a great lot on foot, each one of us stayed three days each at two
different houses of the teachers of our basic learning centers (which
are altogether about 50 in number). The so called teachers are +2
dropouts and were the only persons in the village who knew Hindi at
least.All the others were speaking their own tribal languages which
changes from tribe to tribe. | was assigned to the Mandalgaon village.
The language was ‘Pora”. The food style was really hard at first but
seeing my difficulty they changed the dishes and | could adjust very
well. It is to be admitted that though they have the so called
development, the concern that they show & the sincere love that they
express (even if it is just through actions) are exceptional and
sometimes | felt that It was the so called developed ones who have to
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study from them. The daytime was mainly spent for teaching purposes
and house visits. The so called schools were the houses of the teachers
who took classes in the best way possible for them. | joined him in
teaching and taught them the English alphabet and some action songs
in Hindi. Sleeping in a place with all the domestic animals possible,
with no current and limited amount of watieaving toilets along with
others outside in the open nature, bathing in just a bottle of water and
at times, being bathed by others (since we were ‘mehman’ (guests)
for them), the days there were really days that made me feel,lonely
days that | cursed myself and everyone else in the world and the days
| prayed the most in my life. But at the end of the stay there, | have to
admit that | never felt that dislike for that place anymore as somewhere
in my heart, | liked those people there, the welcome that they gave us
and their sincere trial to communicate with us in gestures, the marriages
that we attended, the dance in which we joined with them, their style
of receiving the guests and that special experience of confining our
lives just to the basic amenities. Indeed the life there was unforgettable.
Though life was tough there, | could experience the providential care
of God.

Back in the regional house, we had a trip to places of historical
importance like the Dauladabad fort, the Ellora caves and the places
adjacent to itAnd in two days, on the 28of May, | was back in
Darsana as a better missionary

The vitality of the church may be measured by its interest in the
evangelization of the world. The vitality of the missionary can be
measured by the love and zeal he shows in being one with the ones
evangelized. | am sure that all throughout my life, | would cherish the
memories of the days | spent there in the village.
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BLESSED CHAVARA
A Model of Religious Leadership
Fr Augustine Keemattom CMI

[Note: Presentation in Power Point at the Sup&i@onference
for CMI North Indian Provinces]

< We are all eagerly waiting for the canonization of our beloved
founder Blessed Kuriakose Elias Chavara.

< The best preparation for this great event, | think, is to learn more
about his saintly life and be inspired by his life, words and actions

< In todays the context let us make arfioet to reflect on his style
of leadership.

< He was a man filled with the Holy Spirit and burning with love of
God and love of fellow humans.

The Divine Fire

< From the words of Blessed Chavara, especially from the verses
of his autobiographical poetic workimanutapam it is clear that
a divine fire was burning with in him, which was kindled in him at
the time of his baptism and lovingly protected and nurtured by his
parents, particularly by his mother

< At his death bed he could confide to his spiritual children that he

never had an occasion to be deprived of the grace received in

baptism.

The divine fire was burning with in him.

Like Elijah he could declaremethen thanez lamaria alaha

hailsana - “I have been burning with zeal for the Lord God

Almighty” (1 Kings 19:14).

< Absolute trustin God and an unconditional surrendering to the will
of God are consistent expressions of Blessed Chasmiatuality

[57]
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Hurdles at the Time of Ordination
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The ordination to priesthood of deacon Kuriakose Chavara was
scheduled to be held¥darapuzha on September 13, 1829. Bishop
Maurilius Stabilini had agreed to confer the ordination on that date.
On 10" of SeptembeMalpan Palackal reach&trapuzha with

his seminarians. He was told that the Bishop was indisposed.
The rector and the deacons to be ordained met the Bishop who
told them that he was leaving Kerala and that he was unhappy and
not well.

The deacons returned to the seminary disappointed.

At the earnest request of the malpan the Bishop agreed to postpone
his journey to Europe. Later he |&arapuzha and started staying
atArthunkal.

Deacon Chavara placed his trust in the Lord and accepted the
reality.

He was ordained a priest Atthunkal by Bishop Maurelius
Stabilini on 29" Novembey 1829. On 30- he ofered his solemn
Holy Mass at his home parish church of Chennankari.

Blesssed Chavara Inspirations
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Blessed Chavara was inspired by his mentors Father Thomas
Palackal and father Thomas Porukara.

On 11" May, 1831 the foundation stone of the monastery at
Mannanam was laid by Father Thomas Porukara in the presence
of Bishop Maurelius Stabilini, Malpan Thomas Palackal, Father
Kurikose Elias Chavara and others.

Bishop Stabilini wanted the monastery to be in the name of St.
John the Baptist, malparhomas Palackal preference was for

S. Dominic and that of FPorukara for € Joseph. But they all
agreed to the suggestion of Porukara and the youngest of them,

Fr. Porukara laid the foundation stone.

Obedience of the Leader — tested & certified

7
N

Bishop Maurilius Stabilini was called back to Rome. In 1832,
Archbishop Francise Xavier was appointed ad/ibarApostolic
of Varapuzha.

(3]



The new Bishop received complaints from some priests against
the monastery and the priests who were involved in the work.

He asked Malpan Palackal whether they had any written
permission for building the monastefyhe letter was shown to
him. The matter did not end therections followed. He appointed
Chavara as the vicar of Pallipuram. Father Porukara was appointed
as the parish priest of Kollam.

The move was to obstruct the work at Mannanam. Malpan Palackal
was at Pallipuram Seminaryhe only one at Mannanam,.Fr
Chavara had to move to Pallipuram. Father Chavara decided to
meet the Bishop. He pleaded with the Bishop for withdrawal of
his appointment.

The young priest was chastised. He returned to Pallipuram having
learned a lesson on obedience.

A nephew of Malpan Palackal,.Mfarkey was at Pallipuram.
After delegating the responsibility of parish priest tofarkey Fr
Chavara used to go to Mannanam to look after the work there.
Once it happened that. Markey while controlling the crowd when
‘pacchor necchd was being distributed during a feast celebration,
hit with a stick a prominent parishioner Kurisunkal.lfthe case

was reported to the Bishop and. Bhavara was called to the
Bishop's house.

With innocence and imprudence Ehavara suggested to Bishop
Francise Xavier that F¥arkey could be appointed as the parish
priest of Pallipuram and that he knew well how to administer the
sacraments and conduct the ceremonies and that.l@h@rara)
could be relieved for the work at Mannanam.

Fr. Chavara words infuriated the Bishop and he threatened the
young priest that he is worthy to be suspended.

Fr. Chavara accepted his mistake and asked pardon for the same
and quietly came back to his parish at Pallipuram.

Obedience and trust in God was amply rewarded/dfkey was
appointed as the parish priest at PallipuranClravara was
relieved from Pallipuram so that he could go to Mannanam. Fr
Porukara also was relieved of his responsibilities at Kollam.
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< Archbishop Francis Xavier became a supporter of the foundation
at Mannanam.

Tensions in Community Life

<« By 1833, a religious community life was taking shape at
Mannanam. Frs. Porukara, Chavara and some others who wanted
to embrace religious life started living there practicing prayer
penance and community life..FRalackal was at Pallipuram. He
wanted a seminary too to be attached to the house at Mannanam.

< Fr.Porukara was of the opinion that it will not be helpful for religious
life. Finally, all agreed and a seminary too started functioning at
Mannanam.

% At the insistence of FPPorukara there was a common retreat for
eight days in which all the inmates participat&tthe end of the
retreat it was decided that the seminarians and the religious
candidates live separately

% Those who opted for religious life had to follow a more strict
schedule of activities where as the seminarians could follow a
lighter time table. In the newly constructed building the ground
floor was set apart for the seminarians while the first floor was
allotted to the religious candidates.

% This did not go well with the seminarian Kudakaciirdony who
wanted to stay in the first floor

< He instigated other seminarians and a complaint was given to
Malpan Palackal against he high-handed ways .oP&irukara.

% During a feast celebration at Pallipuram the letter was handed
over to the Malpan by the seminarians who had gone there for the
feast.

< Kudakkachira who wrote the letter pretended to be unaware of it,
but met the Malpan and spoke to him. Enavara who also had
gone to Pallipuram for the feast understood that Malpan was
unhappy about the developments at Mannanam and thought of
changing the arrangement when he returns to Mannanam.

< Kudakkachira reached Mannanam early and spread the news that
Malpan was unhappy with the separation of seminarians and the
former arrangement would be restored.
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Fr. Chavara was about to change the arrangements although Fr
Porukara was away collecting alms whenTHroppil and Bro.
Jacob advised him not to change the arrangement in the absence
of Fr. Porukara.

Listening to the Community

Fr. Chavara agreed to the suggestion and waited fétdfukara

to return. Listening to the community was listening to the voice of
the Lord.When Fr Porukara arrived he gave the option to the
seminarians either to stay at Mannanam or to move to Pallipuram
as suggested by Malpan Palackal. They also had the option to join
the religious group.

Bro. Kudakkachira wanted to join the religious group and stay
back at Mannanam. He was not immediately admitted to the group,
but was asked to wait for some time. This irritated him and he left
Mannanam saying that he will make a monastery by himself.
Kudakkachiras departure brought great peace to the community
The seminary at Mannanm Monastery continued for many more
years peacefully and fruitfullyater Seminaries were attached to
other monasteries toovazhakulam (1866) and Elthuruth (1868).

Chavara the Leader of the Community

R/
0.0

MalpanThomas Palackal, thguru of Fr. Chavara and the main
inspiration for the founding of the religious community at
Mannanam, left this world for his eternal reward ofi déne,
1841.

On 16" Feb., 1844Archbishop Francis Xavier appointed. Fr
Porukara and FiChavara as malpans.

In 1846 Fr Porukara passed awdy. Chavara remained as the
malpan, examiner of priests and the one in charge of granting
permissions for hearing confessions etc.

Although he was not appointed, he was the superior of the
community at Mannanam.

He accepted the burden of leadership. The Bishop and the
Carmelite missionaries depended on him. He was the
representative of the Fathers and parishes of Syrian rite.
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< He never washed his hands off the responsibilities expected of
him on the pretext of not having a formal appointment.

Speaking on behalf of the Community

% In 1853 Bishop Bernadine who was in charge of the vicariate of
Varapuzha took interest in giving a canonical status to the religious
community at Mannanam. He asked Ehavara the details of
the life-style of the community at Mannanam.

< Fr. Chavara wrote in detail the life-style of the community and
sent it to the Bishop.

% In 1855 Bishop sent an adapted form of the Carmelite rule. to Fr
Chavara . It contained very strict practices of penance like fasting
on all days of lent and advent.

< Fr. Chavara pleaded with the Bishop that the Syrians were
observing only 9 days of fasting in an y€Boo severe ascetical
practices would deter many candidates from entering the religious
community

< The Bishop did not yield to the pleadings of Ehavara. Many
left the religious life. It was painful for Chavarss a true leader
he spoke for his flock but obeyed the higher authorities.

% Carmelite missionary FiMarceline was sent to Mannanam to
prepare the members for the first profession.

< On December 8, 1855 FChavara made his first profession in
front of Fr Marceline OCD before the solemn Holy Ma&#er
the solemn Holy Mass 10 others made their first profession and
handed it over to the Pridfr. Chavara.

Affiliation out of the Blue

% The inspiration for starting religious life in the Syro Malabar church
was from FrThomas Palackal who wanted to follow the Dominican
tradition. In the Providence of God the Carmelite missionaries
guided them in the early stages.

< On December 8, 1855 when . B&havara and the eleven fathers
made their first profession they were known as the Servants of
Mary Immaculate of Mount Carmel
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On I October 1860 the Superior General of OCD in council
decided to accept the newly founded ‘Servants of Mary
Immaculate of Mount Carmel’ as the third order of OCD. No one
had asked for this.

This high handed affiliation was not willingly accepted by the
members of the communityFr. Chavara was in a dilemma. He
did not want to displease or disobey the higher authoriigbe
same time, he could understand the feelings of the members of
his community

He tried to convince the community to accept it as the will of God.
He could see the eternal plan of God even in this experience and
he placed his trust in the Lord.

Habit of the “Servants of the immaculate Mother of Mount Carmel”
also underwent changes without the members being consulted.
The white cassock was inspired by the Dominican leaning of
Malpan Palackal.

In 1855 at the time of the first profession of the eleven fathers a
leather belt was given to each of them in addition to the cassock
they were wearing already

A white scapular was added in 1859

In 1868 a capuche was given.

The community accepted all these changes without much
murmuring because of the graceful and authentic leadership of
Prior Fr Chavara.

Later, in 1893 the traditional Carmelite woolen habit was given to
the TOCD members.

Love of Enemies

R/
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Mathan Manjooran Kalappurackal of Muttuchira parish even filed
a criminal case against.FChavara, the PrioiThe case was
dismissed by the judge. But .Rehavara proved his Christian
Charity by asking, in his will, the Mannanam monastery to help
the family of Mathan in all their needs.
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Founding of the Convent
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Fr. Chavara became an instrument in the hand of God for giving
leadership in founding the first convent in Malabar because of his
total surrendering to the will of God and unconditional trust in the
providence of God.

It too was met with difficulties and hurdles.

The first building for the convent was built at PuthenpaBwyt it

was converted into a seminary

Then the Koonammavu initiative came up with the cooperation of
both Frs. Chavara and Leopold. Eeopold was much junior to
Chavara in age but was the delegate of the Carmelite order
On 13" February 1866 four candidates — Elishmna, Theresa

and another Elishwa were to begin their life in the convent. But Fr
Leopold postponed the entry of the second Elishwa, the only
candidate of the Syrian rite saying that he did not meet her earlier
Fr. Chavara knew this candidate and had asked her to come to
join the convent.

This was a painful experience for the senior priest who was the
prior of all the monasteries for men. He accepted the humiliation
as the will of God. Elishwa was interviewed by [Egopold. She
was admitted to the convent a day later ofi Bdbruary

Leadership to the Mother Church

7
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From the time of Udayamperur synod, the Syrians in Malabar were
eagerly looking for a Chaldean Bishop. The patriarch of Bagdad
had sent Bishop Thomas Roccos to Malabar to study the situation
in Malabar He landed in Kochi in 1861 (Edvam 9). He was
solemnly welcomed by the Syrians.

Propaganda Fide had already (1860) informed the Bishop of
Varapuzha that Bishop Roccose was coming to Malabar with out
the permission of the Pope.

Letters were sent froiviarapuzha to all churches asking the people
not to welcome the new Bishop. But no one heeded to it.
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Then Fr Chavara wrote a letter to all the Syrian Churches asking
them not to be lead astray by the new Bishop and to be one with
the Vicar of Christ the successor of. eter

The news was spread by some priests that Bishop Roccose came
with the permission of the pope.

Priests annual retreat was going on at Mannanam. Nobody was
engaged in retreat. Discussions on Roccos was goirfy tast

Fr. Chavara addressed the priests scolding them severely for not
keeping silence and for gossiping.

However the Syrian Church was divided in to two groups.

Fighting for a Cause

R/
0.0

Reading the gravity of the situation, ofi 8une, 1861 Bishop
Bernadine appointed FChavara as theVicar General of the
Syrians with extensive faculties.

ON 19" June 1861 FrChavara wrote a letter to Pope Pius IX
requesting the Holy Father to clarify whether Bishop Rocos was
sent with the permission of the Holy See.

Popes letter dated September 5, 1861 was received Ihavara

on 30" October

From this point on we can see the vigor with which Chavara fought
against the schism.

The people who remained faithful to the Roman Church had to
protect their churches with force. Prohibitory orders against Bishop
Roccos were obtained from Government authorities.

The order excommunicating Roccose was delivered to Roccos at
Njarackal church by FKappil Geevaghese, vicar of Koonammavu
monasteryFr.Kappil had to run away to save his life and then he
hid himself in a catholic family

Finally, risking his life FrChavara made the arrangements for the
departure of Roccos.
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SanthomAshram, Khatauli

Fr. Dominic Thomas CMI, Director

Khatauli is a municipal town in Muzzafarnagar district in the Indian
State of Utter Pradesh. Itis located on NH 58 between Muzaffarnagar
(24KM) and Meerut (36KM) Khatauli lies on the National Highway
58 which is an important route for trade and commerce and also a
main route for the many Hindu pilgrim places like Haridwshikesh,
Kedarnath, Badrinath and many hill stations like Dehardun. Mussoorie.
The town is situated 100 KM from National Capital New Delhi.

SathomAshram ( CMIAshram) belonged tot3ohns Province
Bijnor was started in the year 1998 Nfichael Poovathumkudy CMI
did the pioneering work . The school building was constructed by
Fr.Gomge Edathiparambil CMI and openetdThomas School in the
year 2001.

At Present EDominic Kunnumpurath CMI as Directdvianager
of St.Thomas school and Parish Priest of St. Thomas Church and
Fr.Bejoy Pallickamalil cmi as principal oft$homas School are
rendering service at Khatalile are having at present total strength
of 1500 student in our school. The congregation of Holy Family Sisters

\ o

Chavara %udy Centre 8idens at $.Thomas School at Khatli.
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We have small parish community consist of Jharkhand Christians
who is working in our school and nearby our institution. They are 30
members in our parish. On Fridays we come together at our parish
for one hour adoration which is source of our strength for faith
formation and on Saturdays we come together for rosary

St.Thomas School is very famous school at Khatauli . They are
many English mediam schools are there at town but most of the people
want get admission in our school. People say that there is good discipline
and good teaching at.$homas School. FDominic, Manage meets
every teacher regularly and do counselling to children at school hours.
Fr. Bejoy Principal conducts orientation programmes for teachers and
high school students of the school. Thus we are able to do evanlization
work through educational inistitution.

o

ST
Chavara SHG at work

Fr. Dominic conducts Chavarausly Centre attSThomas School
building from 4pm to 5.30 pm for the poor and Hindi medium school
children of our neirobouring villagers. Besides thi®Bminic visits
houses of Christian families and conducts prayers and also visits houses
of students of st. Thomas school.

As social apostolate B¥ominic started SHG for fourth class
employers of St. Thomas School and they have regular meetings every
month and contribute Rs.500.00 for common fuladd also the
members of SHG started to cultivate vegetables for IGP programmes.
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Carmel Retreat Centre, Dharmapuri
Fr. John PeterCMI

Carmel Retreat Centre (Carmel Dhyaslram) at Dharmapuri
was started six years ago (2008) at the initiative of Coimbatore
Preshitha Province. This is the only charismatic renewal centre in
Tamil Nadu by the CMI. Dharmapuri lies about 250 kms north of
CoimbatoreTheAshram is located at Sogathon Hoggenekal road
five kms away from Dharmapuri railway station.

Some difficulties too. The nearest bus stop is about one and half
kilometer awayThere is no telephone landline. Most of the year the
temperature is rather high and rainfall scarce. Dharmapuri is a
backward district. People belong mostly to backward classes. The
number of Catholics in the Diocese of Dharmapuri is rather small.

Fr. SephenThachil was instrumental to start the centre. He had
the experience of preaching retreatsTémil groups at Jerusalem
Retreat Centre,Thalore. Some members from Dharmapuri who used
to attend his retreats at Jerusalem encouraged him to start a centre
here. Fr Jain Kuzhianimattathil joined F&ephen two years ago.
Both the Fathers are powerful preachers. Through prayer and fasting
they prepare themselves for the ministry

At present the following programmes are conducted here: Every
month four full days residential retreat for lay people. There are
facilities to accommodate hundred people. There is day-long prayer
and worship on every first Friday and night vigil on every third Saturday
. On the average five hundred people come for these programmes.
Recently retreat for Religious sisters was started. The Bishop of
Dharmapuri, Most Re\Dr.Lawrence Pius is very supportive and has
openly acknowledged the role which fkghram plays for the spiritual
renewal of the faithful in the diocese. Every month during residential
retreat he says Holy Mass and gives a very solid message.
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There are no Catholics in the neighbourhood ofAsieram. But
people irrespective of religion frequently come with their problems
for blessings and counseling.. ®ephen is a much sought after
counselorin almost all the dioceses &mil Nadu and Pondicherry
he is invited to give retreats. Bain joins him for retreats for Religious.
Because of these contacts people come from far off places like
Chennai, Bangalore, Kannyakumari etc. for the programmes.
Experienced counselors from other retreat centres come to help during
retreats.

The special strength of CRC is the involvement of volunteers
numbering about fiftymostly menThey come on the previous day or
in the morning to make necessary arrangements for the programmes
like reception, registration, cooking, cleaning the premises and so on.
One highly edifying and inspiring part of their service is the support
they give during the retreats through prayer and worship which they
conduct in groupsThrough Divine Providence th&shram gets
benefactors who want to remain anonymous.

The Provincial Synaxis has declared CRC as Chavara shrine in
order to promote knowledge of and devotion to our Saintly Founder
amongTamil speaking people. | joined tAshram only recentfyand
as a retired person support the services in my own small@Rg
has a websitecarmelashram.ay




Prior General’s Circular

REF: PG/981/2014 16 September 2014
Circular No.10

XXXVIIORDINAR Y GENERAL SYNAXIS
Report of the Second Session 1116 August 2014)

CMI Prior Genera8 House, Chavara Hills,
Kakkanad, Kochi - 682 030, Kerala

The Second Session of the 37th Ordinary General Synaxis of our
Congregation was held froni 1o 16August 2014 at Chavara Hills,
Kakkanad. The Session had the unique context of the eagerly and
prayerfully awaited canonization of one of our Founding Fathers,
Blessed Kuriakose Elias Chavara, scheduled to be held in Rome on
November 23 and the celebration of the Chavaar (2014-2015).

The conducting of the Synaxis and the resolutions and the action plans
evolved from the discussions in the session bore the stamp of the
Charism of Father Chavara and a sense of responsibility to carry out
his mission to the ends of the earth. There were 89 members including
Bishop Mar Gratian Mundadan CMI.

Address by the MajorAr chbishops of Syp-Malabar and Syro-
Malankara Churches

On the first dayMoran Mor Baselios Cardinal Cleemis, Catholicos of
Syro-Malankara Church, and His Beatitude Mar George Cardinal
Alencherry MajorArchbishop of the Syro-Malabar Church, addressed
the Synaxis delegates. Both the Cardinals spoke glowingly of the
growth and contribution of CMI Congregation and paid rich tributes to
Kuriakose Elias Chavara. They also called upon the Synaxis to rise up
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to the historic occasion and prepare to take up challenges of the Church
in India and provide leadership.

Inauguration of the Chavara Year

OnAugust 15, the day of the Solemnity of k&sumption of Blessed
Virgin Mary and Independence of our Nation, the ChaVasa was
formally inaugurated during the solemn Eucharistic Celebration with
Bishop Gratian Mundadan, who was an elected delegate to the Synaxis,
as the main celebrant and the Prior General and the Provincials as the
ConcelebrantfAlong with the bishop, ReWr. Prior General and all

the provincials lighted the lamp marking the inauguration of the Chavra
Year. The bishop in his homily dwelt upon the mystical union of our
Founder with thélriune God After the flag hoisting in connection

with the Independence Daishop Gratian, Prior General and all the
provincials planted a tree each to commemorate the commencement
of Chavararear and our commitment to Mother Earth.

Setting the Tone of the Synaxis

Rev Fr. PaulAchandy the Prior General, in his opening address, set
the tone of the General Synaxige are blessed with a history of 183
years. The spiritual movement that started at Mannanam to reach the
ends of the earth has reached the present stage. For our reflection
and renewal at this kairotic time of General Synaxis XXXVII we need

to ask five key questions: i) where are we now? ii) how did we get
here? iii) where are we going? iv) where should we be going? and v)
how should we get there?

Referring to findings of some studies of religious communities, Fr
Prior General acknowledged the apparent lack of authentic humanizing
spirituality. There seems to be a disparity betweenassessment

of others and of onesellVe seem to be holding an attitude: | am OK,
you are not OK; hence we are not OK! This coupled with misplaced
priorities in apostolate make us less effective in our community
witnessing to the Lord. Hence we should also be self critical in our
deliberations and respond to the present-day challenges and
expectations of the Church and society
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Fr Saju Chackalakkal presented the Draft oMiséon Satement: “...

to the ends of the earth”: CMI Charism and the Prophetic Call for
Global Mission.” He briefed on the movement from the plenary
assembly(Guidelines) lineamenta, (working paper) instrumetum laboris
and vision statement.

Based on the four thrusts — 1. Rooting in CMI Charism to Strengthen
Community Life, 2. Commitment to the Poor and Readiness to Cultivate
a Matching CMI Lifestyle, 3. Renewal of Families after the Model of
Blessed Chavaraand 4. Opening CMI Missions to the Ends of the
Earth — prayerfully discerned during the first session of the General
Synaxis XXXVII, Fr Prior General presented a CMI vision 2020:
“Transforming the individual CMI member and community to be deeply
spiritual and learned to be ahead of times with a genuine commitment
to the poor and with a challenging mission to reach out to the families
living the legacy of Blessed Chavara making our presence stronger in
Asia, Africa and LatinAmerica.” He has given a 10 Point Plan for
Vision 2020.

1. ACMI memberis aman of prayer and CMI community is primarily
a praying communityPrayer activates their apostolic mission and
apostolate enriches their spirituality

2. CMiIs have a genuine commitment to excellence in all what they
do. Mediocrity has no place in CMI way of life. CMIs keep on
learning to be ahead of times.

3. CMils have a genuine family feeling, spirit of togetherness and art
of teamwork.

4. CMIs have an emotional attachment to the church and cooperate
with the Church hierarchy

5. CMIs and their institutions are closer to the poor and have high
sense of social commitment.

6. CMils render unique pastoral service, very difficult to be imitated
by others.

7. CMIls, wherever they are and whatever they do, have a sense of
family and make an impact on the families they are in contact.

8. CMlIs render a creative role in evangelization through the media
and the public sphere and cultural space.
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9. CMils are competent to provide leadership to the church and the
religious congregations.

10. CMiIs have an international outlook and universal openness to reach
out to the ends of the earth, especially in the developing countries.

Proposals for Resolutions andAction Plan

After the presentation of thésion Satement, Fr Prior General, the
General Councillors and the Genekalitor presented proposals for

the Resolutions ankiction Plan of the respective departmefiise

texts of the statements together with the vision statement, questions
for discussions were printed and distributed in the bodksidn and
Action Plan. Members raised questions and clarification and added
further points after each presentation. The first and second days were
spent for these presentations.

Group Discussions

The members were divided into six groups to discuss the proposals for
resolutions andction Plan, proposed by the Prior General and the
General Councillors. The discussions were conducted department wise.
After the group discussions the secretaries of the groups gathered
together with the respective Councillor and made a consolidated report
and presented it to the Genekakembly for further discussiofthe

third and fourth days were spent for group discussions and reporting.

Resolutions

On the fifth and sixth days, Fr Saju Chackalackal, presented the final
proposals for resolutions and action plan for each Department to realise
the four thrusts of the Congregation identified by General Synaxis
XXXVII. Besides the Department wise discussions the following points
were discussed and deliberated based on the reports of committees
established for the same: 1. Formation Reforms, 2. Pastoral,Rolicy
Future role of CEX, 4. Community §ucture in Germany & USA, 5.
Electoral reforms and 6. Future structure of Chavara Pilgrim Centre,
Mannanam.These reports together with thenendments to the
Constitutions were presented by Fr GedthanchanAfter discussion

40 resolutions were adopted and passed by the synaxis.
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I. Rooting in CMI Charism to Strengthen Community Life

1. Torealize the ideal of “living like the siblings of the same parents,”
we resolve to ensure participation of all members in concelebrated
Eucharist, wherever possible, holy hour of one hour duration, at
least one common meal and recreation in our communities on a
daily basis. Quarterly Zonal gatherings and annual retreats at the
Province level were proposed to foster community spirit within
each zone, region and province.

2. Transparency and accountability is to be maintained at the individual,
local, Province and General levels. Synaxis resolved to establish a
regular monitoring system with the following provisions: (i) a monthly
statement of accounts shall be made available in the community by
the local Superior; (ii) a quarterly financial report shall be submitted
to the Major Superior by the local Superior; (iii) an annual audited
statement shall be placed in the local council for an evaluation by
the local communitya copy of which is to be sent to the Major
Superior and (iv) aAction Taken Report (AR) on the report of
the Major Superior by the local Superior within three months after
the conclusion of the canonical visitation. The Provincial and General
Councils would present the annual reports of various Departments
and audited statements of all accounts, including that of the
registered Societies afldusts, in the meetings of the local/ major
superiors or plenary assembly

3. Atthe Formation level, the General Council is entrusted, to evolve
a comprehensive tool for the assessment of our formees, based on
the proposed profile corresponding to each stage of formation. Steps
shall be taken to ensure that both regency and diaconate ministry
are conducive to the effective religious and priestly formation. CMI
spiritual patrimony and Chavara spirituality is to be emphasised
during all stages of formation.

4. It was resolved to complete digitization of all available documents
so that our Congregation would succeed in safely storing and
retrieving documents pertaining to the life and mission of our
Congregation through the adoption of latest technologies.
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II. Commitment to the Poor and Readiness to Cultivate a
Matching CMI Lifestyle

1. It was resolved to launch a Saint Chavara Fund, directly under the
supervision of the General Secretary of the Department for Social
Apostolate, with annual Province level contributions of 10% of the
funds accrued from the total of 10% contribution for social
apostolate.

2. As part of our efforts desire to offer integral and quality education
also to the pogthe Synaxis resolved to reserve 10% of admissions
in all our educational institutions for deserving candidates from
among the popomaginalized, and dierently-abled.

3. The Synaxis emphasized the importance of gender sensitivity and
respect for women among all CMI members as well as institutions
established and managed by us.

4. We shall make earnestefts to provide holistic pastoral and social
care facilities for migrant workers in the neighbourhood of our
houses and institutions.

I1l. Renewal of Families after the Model of Blessed Chavara

Following the legacy of Saint Chavara in reaching out to families, DVK
as well as Samanvaya shall offer scientific training in family apostolate
and family counselling as part of the theology programme.

All provinces shall equip a team each for family apostolate, within a
year and it shall include activities such as family renewal programmes,
retreats, counselling, etc., in parishes and institutions that need our
care and attention.

In the Chavara¥ear we would reach out to at least one thousand
cancer-affected families and all our Houses would construct at least
one house each for the poor and the homeless.

IV. Opening CMI Missions to the Ends of the Eah

In order to prepare our members for global mission, the existing course
on Missiology at DVK and Samanvaya shall be revamped to include
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the dynamics of global mission and the new challenges we encounter
in the new missions opened uphisia, Africa, and Souttimerica.

General Synaxis reiterated the importance of our involvement in and
contribution towards maintaining the already established mission

dioceses and in establishing new missions of the Syro-Malabar Church,
especially within the extended territories in India.

The nature and structure of our communities in Germany and North
America shall be redefined with a proper administrative system, under
the Prior Generad’administration without prejudice to their membership

in the Provinces. Countries having more than fifty members of the
Congregation involved in mission activities shall be represented by
their General Coordinators as special invitees in the General Synaxis
without the right for deliberative vote.

This Synaxis resolves to revise our global mission policy to set apart,
within next six years, 50% of the members working in overseas missions
to the missions of developing countries (of&an countriesifrica,

and SouthAmerica). CMI communities shall be formed wherever
possible in developed and developing countries for effective and
collective witnessing. Each province shall form at least one such
community within the current provincial term (2014-2017).

The Synaxis authorized the Prior General to promulgate, with the
consent of his council, a set of guidelines regarding the establishment
and administration of parishes attached to our houses.

V. Chavara Year Celebrations

The Synaxis resolved to request His Beatitude Mar George Cardinal
Alencherry the MajorArchbishop of the Syro-Malabar Church, to
take necessary steps to have Blessed Kuriakose Elias Chavara declared
“Father of Syro-Malabar Church” and “Patron of Families,” possibly
coinciding with his canonization scheduled for 23 November 2014.

The Synaxis entrusted the General Council to draw up the Particular
Statutes, in consultation with the Major Superiors, for the management
of the Chavara Pilgrim Centres at Mannanam and Kainakari.
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In view of promoting retreats and renewal programmes with an
emphasis on the spirituality of Saint Chavara, the Synaxis recommended
the CSR at Pariyaram to provide useful programmes on Chavara
spirituality on a regular basis.

We shall promote awareness about the legacy of Saint Chavara as an
educational visionarya sage with a spiritual message, and a leader of
social transformation through various activities. Our educational
institutions shall disseminate the results of serious research projects
on the life, works, and contributions of Saint Chavara.

VI. Department of Education and Communication Media

1. It was resolved that CM¥ision of education shall be presented to
the teaching and non-teaching staff and students of our institutions.
To enhance transparency and accountability all money transactions
are to be made through bank in our educational institutions.

2. Synaxis resolved to promote print media, web channel, FM radio
and other modern means of communication, including |RBV
integral part of our apostolate and to train talented members for
this ministry

3. Synaxis recommended the General Council to expedite steps to
raise Dharmaradidya Kshetram to the status of an ecclesiastical
university by providing personnel and channelizing finances.

Constitutional Amendments & Other Decisions

1. To have the election of the Prior General from a panel ofAixte,
178b was added to the constitution.

2. The upper age limit set for elections to the posts of Prior General,
Provincial, General and Provincial Councillors was raised to 75
(C181, 209).

3. The Directory 261c was amended so that 75% of delegates to be
elected to the provincial synaxis (after deducting the number of
brother delegates to be elected) shall be elected from the three
seniority wise constituencies and the remaining 25% from the whole
voters’ list without considering the constituencies.
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4. The revised table of Ceiling of Expenditure was discussed and
approved.

5. It was resolved to authorize the prior general to establish the
authentic and definitive version of the synaxis decreésiqiVv
StatementAction Plan, Resolutions andmendments) already
approved by the Synaxis and to promulgate them after the dissolution
of the synaxis.

6. The synaxis resolved to authorize the prior general to implement
the post-synaxis animation programme by organising renewal
programmes on the basis of the thrusts of the general synaxis.

Petitions to the General Synaxis

15 petitions to the General Synaxis were presented in the general
session for discussion and decision. Relevant proposals which were
endorsed by the synaxis were incorporated into the resolutions, action
plan and amendments.

Organ Donation

All the members of the GS 37 took an undertaking for organ donation.
General Synaxis passed a resolution to promote organ donation and
the Synaxis members themselves have set an example signing the
pledge.

Conclusion

By the grace of God, continuous prayer and concerted effort of our
members, the Second session of General Synaxis XXXVII went off
well, as a true celebration of CMI fellowship and communion. The

Spirit of the Lord guided the Synaxis members to reflect on our charism
and to decide on the new direction to be taken in order to live more
authentically the spirit of our founding fathers in the cultural context of

today

In his concluding message, Fr Prior General reiterated that we need a
change; and we can, by Gedjrace and with the intercession of our
beloved founderBlessed Kuriakose Elias Chavara. Kuriakose Elias
Chavarais truly a saint of the religious and families. It is also providential
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that canonization of Blessed Chavara takes place in the context of the
Synod of Bishops in Rome on the theme, “The pastoral challenges of
the family in the context of evangelization” (5 to 19 October 2014)
and the celebration of théear of Consecrated Life (21 Novemper
2014 to 2 February016). In this spirit we will earnestly learn more

of Blessed Chavara and make him known to the world through our
lives, thoughts, words and deeds, especially during the Chéeara
After the concluding message, the prior general declared the 37th
General Synaxis dissolved. The Synaxis came to an end with a hymn
to our Mother of Carmel and the final blessing by Bishop Gratian
Mundadan CMI.

Fr. PaulAchandy CMI Fr. Jose Nandikkara CMI
Prior General Fr. Geoge Kulangara CMI
(Synaxis Secretaries)
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DHARMARAM

Election of General Beadles

General Beadle and assistant general beadle for this academic
year were elected. Bro. Romeo Kallukulame&fection is the general
beadle and Brd\isteenVadakkumchery of D-section is the assistant
beadle. Congrats and best wishes to them.

Chavara Lectures

The Chavara lectures were conducted by Chavara Centre at DVK
on 18 June 2014. D€yriacThomas, famous educationist and former
Vice Chancellor of M.GUniversity was the resource person. He
highlighted the contributions of Bl. Chavara in the field of education
and instructed how to continue in this field in afeetive way

Visit of Prior General and members of the general council

Very Rev Fr. Prior General and his team visited Dharmaram
College on 26 June 201A.warm reception was given to theA.
lunch was hosted on the same day in their hanDharmaram
community had a dialogue with Refwr. Prior General and his team.

All the members of the General Council expressed their views and
expectations of our congregation and explained in brief regarding the
Chavara year and the related programmes.

DVK Staff Enhancement poogramme

An enhancement programme was arranged for DVK staff from
26 June 2014 to 28 June 2014. The programme was conducted at the
Kengeri campus. Rewr. General and his team were present
throughout the programme.

Solemn feast of the Sacred Heart of Jesus

The feast of the Sacred Heart of Jesus was solemnly celebrated
on 29 June 2014. The feast began with solemn concelebrated liturgy
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at 9 am RevFr. Rector was the main celebrahhere was a solemn
procession after the Holy mass. Many faithful participated in the feast
day celebrations.

Denha endowment Lectures

Denha endowment lectures of this academic year was very well
conducted under the leadership affancisThonippara on 19 July
2014. RevDr. Joseph J. Palackal CMI was the resource pefdbn.
the talks were centred on Syriac heritage and its influence in Syro-
Malabar liturgy and the need to encourage the studying of Syriac
language and East Syrian legacy

Sacerdotal Golden Jubilee of RevFr. Thomas Kalayil

Rev Fr. Thomas Kalayik sacerdotal Golden Jubilee as celebrated
on 2August 2014. RevFr. Rector gave greeting message pointing
out some of the excellent qualities of Hnomas Kalayil. EiThomas
Kalayil's great commitment toward the congregation and Church
especially to Syro-Malabar Church was specially appreciated. He
was greeted by many people.

Inauguration of Chavara Year

As this academic year is specially marked by the canonization of
Bl. Chavara, Chavara year declared in the congregation was solemnly
inaugurated by lighting the Chavara year candle in Dharmaram Chapel
on 15August 2014. On that day three-hour adoration was conducted
in Dharamram Chapel by brothers, CMC sisters and fathers.

Bishop Jonas Thaliyath Endowment Lectures

Bp. Jonas Thaliyath endowment lecture series of this year was
well organized under the leadership of Dnomas Kollamparampil,
he Dean Faculty ofheology DVK on 21-22August 2014. Re\Dr.
Vimal Tirimanna CSsR, a well-known moral theologian from Rome,
was the resource person. He highlighted on many moral issues which
the Church faces today and hdfatican Il influenced these.
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SAMANVAYA - POORNODAYA

Samanvaya-Poornodaya Campus has four different kinds of
ministries. In the order of the foundation of these ministries, they are
the Poornodaya Missiofiraining Institute, Matha Mariam Parish
church of theArchdiocese of Bhopal, Samanvalyaeology College
and ChristAcademyAll these are headed by Fr DaMarayilan.

Poornodaya Training Centre

Poornodaya remains as the mother of all other institutions on the
campus. She has aged and is badly in need of a facelift. Minor
maintenance works are going on in various parts of the three buildings
under the supervision of AxaijuThaliyath. Indeed, a major one is
due only after which we will be able to invite people to come and
benefit from the programmes wefaf However the premises are
being used by groups who are engaged in various kinds of evangelization
works, social and educational services, the parish councils, the parish
youth and the extended lecturegamized by Samanvaya. However
a Mission Research Programme is under way headed by Fr Benny
Thettayil, the Programme Coordinator

For the first time, this yepg®©nam was celebrated by all the religious
communities of the parish. Fr Benny Thettayil CMI gave the message
of the season inviting us to cherish the memories of the coltanieus
cultural programmes, games, the floral design and the traditional lunch,
prepared by all the communities togetheade the celebration an
ever memorable one.

Matha Mariyam Parish

For the last six years, Fr Patithayathil had been ministering to
the parish and Fr Sebastian Mavunkal helped him for the last three
years. Both of them identified with the people as were fully involved
in the life of the parishioners. They maintained and fostered the strong
catholic community within the parish that their predecessors had built
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up. The Archdiocese of Bhopal admires this community consisting
mainly of the Oraon migrants from Chattisgarh which makes the parish
very unigue. The entire parish community gave both of them a fitting
farewell and welcomed Fr Daw&rayilan and Fr Martin Kuzhivelil

who have replaced them as the new Parish Priest and the associate
and pledged their wholehearted support.

The grotto dedicated to the Mother in the parish is one of the
official shrines in thérchdioceseThe Grotto Feast was celebrated
on 8 Septembelt was solemnized with nine days of solemn novena
and rosary and a light supper sponsored by various individuals in the
parish. The last day of the celebration consisted of the solemn
celebration of Holy Eucharist, recitation of rosggocession and a
fund-raising meal for all present. The parish youth is an asset of the
parish. They bring laurels to the parish under the leadership of the
students of Samanvaya Theology College and young religious sisters
from various communities in the parish. The parish youth make their
lively presence known at various youth meets and various tournaments
organized by thArchdioceseThey brought out a compilation of hymns
and song titledursadhanaFor the use of the parish and the wider
use in the north Indian worship centres. The staff and the students of
Samanvaya are actively involved in the life of the parish.

Samanvaya Theology College

Fr DavisVarayilan, the Rector and Fr Martin Kuzhivelil, the Bursar
and the sixteen Deacons are the residents at Samanvaya. Fr Benny
Thettayil, the Dean of Studies, who also renders his services as the
Programme Co-ordinator at Poornodaya has his office at Samanvaya.
The Deacons are in preparation for their final examinations after which
they will leave for their respective provinces. The new class will reach
Samanvaya the 22of October 2014.

We fondly remember Fr Louis Maliekal who guided us as the
Rector after the appointment of Fr Joseph Kollamparampil as the
Bishop of JagdalpufFr Louis is currently animating the students in
Samanvaya at RishikesklVe also place on record the services
rendered to Samanvaya by Bebastian Mavunkal as the bursar
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The visitation of RevFr Prior General in September enhanced
our preparation for the ordination. He made suggestions which were
at once valuable and pertinentle thank him both for his
thoughtfulness and inspiring thoughts that he shared with us.

SEWA: Samanvaya Empowerment andWelfare Action

SEWA is a social undertaking of the students at Samanvaya that
organizes pastoral and social sensitization programmes in the villages
around Samanvaya, mainly dednesdays in the afternoon.
Organizing social development activities, animating urban and rural
children, organizing Christian youth, spending time with street children,
helping mentally and physically challenged children, attending to the
sick in hospitals and building up ecumenical and inter religious contacts
are some of the ministries the students are engaged in.

Ministry at Shisu Bhavan

Shisu Bhavan is situated at Sabrinagar in Bhéalut 60 disabled
orphans are shelteredthere by the Missionaries of Chvaleitgpent
at least two of our evening hours there weellg feed them, play
with them and help them to walkheir love makes our day

Ministry at Shelter

Shelter is an organization with its office by the railway station.
The mission of this NGO is to gather the street urchins — both boys
and girls — mainly from the railway station and to rehabilitate them in
to the society by counselling and education. In some cases, the
organizers contact the parents of these children and send them back
to their homesWe spend oulVednesday afternoons with these
children.As we talk with them, some of these children have moving
stories to tell. During Christmas holidays we take them to our campus
for various kinds of activities and a meal with us.

Ministry at the Old Age Home

The Old age home is situated in Raisen, about 35 km from Bhopal.
The home is entrusted to RDSS, Silvani by the state administration
and run by the OSF sisteiBhere are 25 inmates and 4 cardve.
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visit the institution everyWednesdayOur presence on the premises

is always helpful for themVe listen to their stories, sifghajans

and entertain them with a few small games making the rest of their
time here a bit more beautiful. In turn we learn to be compassionate.

Value Education Ministry

We give value education programmes in various schools of Bhopal
both state-run and privat¥/e approach the authorities with the
proposal and we are generally encouraged by them as they provide
us with the necessary equipmeie move around from school to
school and meet the welcoming students and interact with thlem.
conducted orientation programmes in an SOS village, in various private
schools and hosted camps for catechism studént@animation
programme given to the nursing students on the college premises was
much appreciated.These programmes helped us to enhance our
confidence and polish our linguistic skills. The values that we spoke
about took deeper roots in our lives too.

Palliative Care Home

The purpose of this care Home is to provide specialized services
to make the life of terminally ill patients comfortable as per the
guidelines of WHO. This e Centre is also involved in creating
awareness of the reasons for cancer through a series of awareness
programmes and cancer detection camps.Through the mediation of
Dr Ganesh Narayan, a friend of Samanvaya and the research guide
of some of the CMIs, we have access to the hosfitab. of our
brothers visit the Centre and maintain a very sympathetic and cordial
relationship with the patients thei&e meet the patients, listen to
them and their familypray for them and encourage them to be hopeful
even in their pain. Often we donate blood to the patidhtee request
of the Centre, we make arrangements for food and clothes and raise
some modest funds for the poor patients there.

Empowerment Programmes

For the past several years Samanvaya coordinates and finances
and manages a programme to empower women in the surrounding
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villages.The expenses are met from the funds deposited in memory
of late George Mundankavil who passed away following an accident
while he was a student hefiailoring centres are one of the means

of gathering the women &\provide them with sewing machines and
other accessories, appoint instructors, visit the centres regularly
conduct monthly tests, give inspirational input, take the students for
an excursion, collect a nominal fee and conduct the final exams. The
annual programme comes to a close at the valedictory functions held
at Samanvaya at which the students were awarded a certificate of
diploma in tailoring by RevFr. PaulAchandy the Prior GeneralVe

have a sense of contentment as we see the smile of achievement on
the faces of the graduates.

Christ Kinder Garten

The Christ Kinder Garten, a relatively new school on the campus,
under the direction of FNaijuThaliyath and tutelage of the Elizabethan
Sisters, brought in an encouraging number of new admissions this
year The new academic year 2014-2015 in was inaugurated on July
1, 2014. On the occasion, BavisVarayilan, the managédrighlighted
the need of a holistic education. Ftartin Kuzhivelil CMI gave an
inspiring orientation talk to the parents and teachers "Qui Rev
Fr. PaulAchandy the Prior General, met the teachers and the students
and shared his thoughts on education. @8eptembeithe little ones
gave special reverence to their teachers and celebrated the 'seacher
day with various cultural programmes.

Darsana,Wardha

Blood Donation Camp

“Give Blood and Save Life As the first activity of the DSKS this
year we had arranged a blood donation camp in collaboration with
the Datta Mege Institute of Medical Sciences in our multipurpose hall
on 13" July. The programme started with a prayer andRector
spoke on the occasion about participating in the healing ministry of
Jesus and showed a good example by being the first donor of the
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camp. There was wide range of support from the brothers and from
our neighbouring communities. There were altogether 45 donors out
of which 29 were from Darsandhanks to RevFr. Tomy, the
organizer of the camp and all others for their valuble support and
good will.

Tree Plantation

“Go Green and Save the Planéis a first step towards making
Darsana more eco friendly under the guidance oREctor and Fr
Master we had the tree plantation day oti ly. We planted more
than 70 trees in various parts of our compound. The first tree was
planted by Srirma, the English teacher Atmadarsan studenté/e
were divided into 3 groups and had the plantation within no time. In
the second phase of plantation orf' 28ly, we planted around 30
trees taking the total number above 1@0word of thanks for all
those who helped generously in this great task of saving our planet by
going greenWe hope that Darsana will be a model for all to join in
this great ministry
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Art Exhibition

On 17th July the second year brothers had their art exhibition as
the part of their course on the Philosophy of Beauty (Aesthetics). It
was done under the guidance of their teacher Rednto Chackiath
CMI. It was a chance to showcase the talents of our brothers and it
proved that there is an artist hidden in all of usRiéctor inaugurated
the art exhibition and gave an inspiring messagerfo, who is a
great artist, exhibited two of his recent art works. There was a good
co-operation from the part of brothers and all the art works were of
good quality There were handcraft items and paintings which were
based on some of the theories of aesthetics and brothers had the
chance to give explanation to their art work. It was exhibited for two
days in ouATP hall. Congratulations to all the brothers.

Football Coaching

‘Healthy mind resides in a healthy body’. This year also we were
fortunate to have the football coaching under the guidance oFRev
Rolvin De Mello SDB. He was here for some days as he was teaching
the second year brothers the philosophy of communication. He is a
good sportsman, moreover he is a good football pl&ewe used
his presence fruitfullyOn 4" August we started our 10 day football
coaching and 22 brothers actively participated in itRetvin was a
good coach to our brothers and some were initiated into this game and
some got the opportunity to sharpen their talents in this game. On the
last day of the coaching we had an exhibition match between the
brothers.The match was very tight and. Rector distributed the
prize for the winning team. Darsana remembersR&dvin with
gratitude for the wonderful service and for his loving presence.

Reception to the Newly Elected Bishop of Chanda

On 13" August the Darsana community gave a cordial welcome
and reception to the newly elected Bishop of Chanda, Monsignor
Ephrem Nericulam. He was here for the supper accompanied by some
of his relatives from Kerala. FRector welcomed him with a flower
bouquet and Fifomy Chirapurath introduced our new bishop to us
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and shared some of his previous experiences with him. Monsignor
Ephrem spoke on the occasion and also requested for our prayers for
his future ministryHis Episcopal Ordination will be conducted off 24
October 2014. Darsana community wishes him all the best for his
future ministry

Independence Day Celebrations

On 18"August we celebrated the B&dependence Day of our
country with the Eucharist communitfter the mass FrRector
hosted the flag. Soon after that we had the cultural programmes in
our auditorium with the collaboration of Sant Chavara School, Salod.
The small kids of our school made the programme very colourful and
attractive. Their parents were also present at this occasion. Bro. Joyal
V. gave the message of the dayd the DKS group Pulse of Chavara,
who won the first prize in the Patriotic Song competition which was
held on the previous dagang a patriotic song representing the
Darsana Community

Extension Lecture

On 28" August we had an extension lecturgamized in the
Chavara auditoriumThe resource person was Ré&v. Prof. Job
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Kozhamthadam SJ, who was here to take class for the second year
brothers on the philosophy of science and cosmolegwilson, the

dean of Studies, organized this extension lecture and it was attended
by the surrounding communities also. The lecture was on the topic
“Vatican Council Il and the Modern Science.” Fab was the proper

and authoritative person to talk about this topic and he banished all the
doubts and made clear that Science and Religion go hand in hand and
thatVat Il also speaks in support of the Science as both religion and
science are in the search of trit¥e had also a session for clarifying

the doubts and Fiob was able to satisfy all the doubts of the audience.
We are indeed happy to have this lecture and ver &% Job a
bouquet of flowers as a token of our love and appreciation for the
wonderful work he has done.
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Sate Award for Fr. Paul Pallipadan CMI

Fr. Paul Pallipadan CMI wa
awarded by MP State Governme
for the best biodiversity farm. Hi
garden affulsipar was being use
by the state Department of Bit
diversity for their training
programmes for many years.
has grown there all sorts
medicinal plants and fruit trees g
suitable for the weather conditior
of Raisen district. Three years a
he was awarded the best farm

of Raisen district. He believes in natural farming and does not take
any chemical fertilisers or pesticides to his farm, but produces a very
good crop. He trains the villagers also in the natural farming and has
got them registered as natural farmers which gives them a good price
for their product.This Award consists of a memento, citation and
cash award. MP Biodiversity officials selected his farm as the best

after visiting all the registered farms of the state.
We congratulate Fr Paul on this prestigidusard.
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THE SWANSONG OFA SAINT

When the special Synod on Family is going to take place in
Rome in October 2014, it is very appropriate that the age old
legacy of our founder St. Chavara to the Christian families be
highlighted for our study and reflection. Hnomas Panthaplackal
has put in words some of the special features of the tisetliaf
Appante Chavaul for our serious study during the Chavéear
for the benefit of the Christian families

Chief Editor
_

Pope Francis has announced a Synod of Bishops, to take place in
two sessions this year and the next, to study the burning issues related
to families. It is astounding to think about how much care, concern,
insight and commitment of our beloved founder St. Kuriakose Elias
Chavara went into the writing of his bodkstament of a Loving
Father(Nalla Appente Chavarllwhich is an instruction manual
for the renewal and sustenance of Christian families. Such authoritative
and practical guideline, although written in the second half of nintenth
century are relevant even in contemporary societies, as proved by
the popularity of it in the past.

Now we are proud of it that our Majarchbishop Geage Cardinal
Alencherry is going to introduce tiNalla Appamte Chavarddefore
Pope Francis in the special synod on familadican. For this purpose
we have prepared the original text in English and Italian with a note
on the special featurers of the text.

Testament of a Loving Father is a legacy from our founder father
bequeathed to the Christian families. Here | quote the instruction
given by St. Chavara to the parishioners of Chennankary as a loving
father on what to do with the text. Here also | try to pinpoint the
special features of the text.
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My dear beloved,

In flesh and blood, | am the son of Kuriakos of Chavara, of the
parish of Chennenkarfhe omnipotent God most kindly gave me
existence in this world and in this family and of these parents. So in
the natural orderaccording to charity and justice, | am bound to be
specially grateful to you and to do you a good in turn. But | have not
done anything specially for you. Hence | am leaving this document
for you, in my own hand-writing. This script will live even after | am
dead. So | entrust this to my children of the Kainakary sub-parish to
be preserved as a treasure.

Let this be a sign that this is my testament to you my brethren and
children in the double order (of spirit and flesh). The countless favours
God has bestowed on you are not entirely due to your meritorious
lives: they are also earned by the merits of your fore-fathers; take
care that you do not render yourselves unworthy of such blessings.
That you may remember that | came into this world and that | have
left it, copy out of this document by all who can do it so and preserve
it in your homes. Keep the original locked in a box in the chapel. On
the first Saturday of every month, all of you come together and read
it through. Do it to remember the day of my death. | do not ask for
any other remembrance. But month after month, after you have read
this, | beseech you, breathe a short prayer in my behalf-Oh Lord,
keep the soul of this thy servant also in the abode of the just.

13" Kumbhom (February) 1868
Father Kuriakos Elias of the Holy Family
Prior of the Mannanam and other monasteries of
the Discalced Carmelif€ertiaries.

THE TESTAMENT OF A LOVING FATHER
The Special Featues of theText
1. It is a precept from a loving Father

This is morally binding, as Chavara affirms in the introductory letter
to accept it as it is coming from a Progenitor and Spiritual Head
and to welcome it as Bestament of a loving Father
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- The matter is presented in the form of a code of conduct giving
numbering. (Subject divison was given by the publishers later
Now it has a long tradition). He also calls it a mandate for
families

- St. Chavara was very prudent in bequeathing such a document
first to his own kiths and kins and parishioners at Kainakary
without giving an authoritarian colour from tifecar General
of a Particular Church, thereby making the document more
acceptable with ‘we’ feeling. For the suggestions proposed in
the text were more radical and called for an attitudinal change
in all relationships, towards God, relatives, neighbours and to
oneself.

- With aninner compulsiontXurikaose Elias wrote the 40 Point
Instruction Manual for the well being of husband and wife,
parents, youth and children in the family calling their attention
to take social and moral responsibilities.

2. . Kurikaose Elias wrote it inspired by Divine Light and
Discernment

Realizing the calamities going to happen in the families where love,
peace, orderfraternal charity and fear of God are missing,
St.Chavara meditated to find out solutions and prayed for Divine
Assistance, as he has mentioned in the introdudiifber. getting

the Divine Light from above only he started writing the directives
as an Instruction Manual for the families.

- Since he wrote it with the Divine Inspiration, thestament
remains as a true guide to families for more than 145 years.
Because of its worth in renewing the families, many many
thousands of copies of the text were circulated among the
families in more than 30 editions since 1868.

- ltis also a fact that many retreat preachers and animation teams
are making use of thisestament of § Chavara for their
renewal programmes related to famifguth and children.

3. The text Resembles or Reflects;

[52]
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1- The Last Blessings of Jacob to his sons. Here Jacob tells about
the future of his children and then what is right and what is
wrong in them. (Gen, 49: 1-27)

2- The LastTestament of Moses to the people of Israel. Here
Moses blesses them according to the nature of their life. ( Deut.
33:1-29)

3- The last Exhortation of St. Paul to the Elders of the Church at
Ephesus. There he says that he was not lazy in giving them
correct directives needed for their life. (Acts 20: 18-25)

4- Farewell Discourse of Jesus to His disciples in which Jesus
promises them the gift of love and life and what is expected of
them (John 13: 31-16:33)

4. Syle of Writing

St. Kurikaose Elias Chavara uses similes, maxims, philosophical
thoughts, stories, parables, life events, scriptural texts, etc., in
expounding his teachings on family creating practical and in depth
conviction in the readers. The presentation is something similar to
that of the Gospel chapters of 5,6,7 of St. Mathew and Chapter 6
of St. Luke.

5. The approach to various topics

Chavara applies Scripture, Mor@heology Philosophy
Psychologyand Spirituality in dealing with various subjects. He
exposes the matter through the practical treatieJeof
Commandments

6. This text can be viewed in three angles.

a. Familyinthe plan of God
b. Family in the plan of the Church
c. Family in the plan of the society

7. Topics Coveed:

- Prayer and sacramental life in the family
- Charitable life in the family
- Healthy relationship in the family
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- How to handle wealth and money transaction in the family
- Education of the Children in the family

- Choosing marriage partners and friends in the family

- Dealing with the poor people

- The Servants in the family and their spiritual care

- The communication in the family

- The time table and the use of time in the family

- Modesty and holiness of children in the family

- Upbringing of children in the family

- The discipline in the family

- Festivals and Celebrations in the family

- The choosing of vocation in the family

- The fear of God in the family

- Justice and peace in the family

- Responsibility of the parents in forming children in Christian
values

Responsibility of Children towards parents, and soctiey etc...

8. From the Historical Perspective

S. Chavaras text on Family (1868) was the first comprehensive
instruction manual on familyot given in the form of a decree for the
whole Church. Even though it was given to his parishioners, it appeared
universal in character as it was received by all families irrespective of
religious differences in Kerala.

- Prior to this document, it seems that there was only one
magisterial teaching on marriage promulgated by the Council
of Trent (1545-1563). It was in answer to the Protestant
Reformers on the issue of marriage.

9. Some of the official teachings of the Church related to the
family by the Popes

1. On Christian marriage - 10 February 1893 by Pope Leo XIII

2. Encyclical,Casti Connub{Chastity in marriage) 31 December
1930 by Pope Pious XI

3. Humane ¥tae (on Human life) 1968 by Pope Palil

4. The First Exhortation given to the family is on the Sacredness
of marriage and family iGGaudiun at Spesf Vatican Council
I
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5. The vocation and mission of the Laity in the Church, the
Apostolic exhortations of Pope John Paul I, 1987.

10.8. Chavara’s definition on Family:

“A good Christian family is the image of heaven, when
members live together by the bond of blood and affection, duly
respecting and obeying the parents, walking peacefully before
God and people, seeking eternal salvation according to each
one’s proper state of life.”

1. A good Christian family is the Image of Heaverwhen
there are these five elements in the practice:

a) Bond of blood and affection

b) Respect and obedience to parents

c) Peace with God and People

d) Seeking eternal salvation according to the Divine call
e) Unity

2. Children are sacred treasures entrusted to the parents
by God. Know you that these children have been
entrusted in your hands, to be purified with the most
precious blood of the Lord, to be trained up in His service
and to be returned to Him on the judgment day

Thus the duties of the parents towards the children are:

a) They are to be purified with the most precious blood of Christ
through sacramental life

b) They are to be trained up in His service

¢) They are to be returned to Him on the judgment day

Even though the texThe Testament of a Loving Father by
St. Chavara is a small booklet in appearance, it contains matter for
several volumes for the sustenance of a good Christian fa@mily
very few lines in the text may be found not very reasonable according
to the modern context. Now it is our task to suit this testament to the
needs of the family members by making it a study material for the
good of the universal Church

[55]



GEORGE CARDINAL ALENCHERRY

Major Anchbishop of the Syno-Mataban Church

Prot. No. 1483/2014 18 August 2014

THE SWAN SONG OF A SAINT
A CHAVARA LEGACY TO CHRISTIAN FAMILIES

Pope Francis, has announced a Synod of Bishops, to take place in two sessions this year and the
next, to study the issues and challenges related to families. In this context it is most appropriate
to make a serious study about the perspectives of St Chavara on families. Testament of a Loving
Father (Nalla Appante Chavarul) written by St Kuriakose Elias Chavara is a road map given by
him for families. It deals with how families were renewed through sacramental life, how
fraternity and charity should be nurtured in families, what is the spirit with which we could grow
in holiness, and the duties and responsibilities of parents and children to live in a society. When |
realize that they were written a century and a half ago, I am amazed at how relevant his writings
are for this day and age. And the saint himself mentioned that he wrote this testament to the
families while at prayer seeking the light of inspiration in a special way.

-This book which is very handy throws light on how a family should lead a life according to the

Divine Providence leading a fruitful-life in the church and in the society. Through many
anecdotes, stories, examples and other figures of speech, he unfolds a forty point action plan
detailing the duties and responsibilities of the parents and children. It is quite gratifying to know
that this testament is being used widely in many dioceses for family renewal. Quite a few of the
official teachings about the families found in the Catechism of the Catholic Church and the
Documents of Vatican Council II are reverberating in this book of St Chavara, is a matter of
pride for the Syro-Malabar sui iuris church. It is a testimony of the importance of the subject
covered in this book that thousands of copies of this book have been published in umpteen
editions over the years and they reached so many families.

During this time and age in which we live, when families, the fundamental units of human
society, are undergoing tremendous crises and challenges, let us turn to St Chavara, who is a
special patron for various needs of families in the divine presence, and earnestly study his
directives for making our families ideal. It will be a unique contribution for family renewal from
the patrimony of Syro-Malabar Church to the universal church to have it published in more
languages as it is translated into English and Italian. [ sincerely wish that this very year when St
Kuriakose Elias Chavara is canonized, our dioceses, priests, religious and faithful take keen
interest and undertake serious studies on this book, Nalla Appante Chavarul. 1 pray for the
special grace and blessings to CMI Cor;gregation and to all who worked behind the translation of
this great spiritual book. ‘

+M%

Georg Cardinal Alencherry
Major Archbishop of the Syro-Malabar Church

OFTHE ST
THE SYRO-MALABAR MAJOR ARCHIEPISCOPAL CURIA

Mount St. Thomas, P.B. No. 3110, P.O. Kakkanad, Kochi — 682 030, Kerala, India
Tel: (0484) 2424780, 2424768, 2426235; Fax: (0484) 2422727
E-mail: majorarchbishop@gmail.com; majorarchbishop@hotmail.com
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YESU JEEVANA CHARITHE

YESU JEEXNA CHARITHEthe first musical rendition of the
Life History of Jesus is a milestone in the history of the world of
Kannada Christian music.

By way of making a great contribution to the world of Kannada
Christian music, the solemn release of an audio musical CD was held
at ChristhaVidyalaya, Bangalore on 22 June 20Te CD carries
the musical rendering of 718 selected poems composed in Gamaka
Raaga.The poems are based on the book entiesu Jeevana
Charithe Mahakavyda long poem on the Life History of Jesus)
written in Bhamini Shatpadprosodic metre by Prof. Narahari, a
Hindu by faith.

These poems chanted in Gamaka Raaga also speak of the sheer
hard work of FrAntony Payyappilly CMI and his deep devotion to
Kannada language. FAntony is the producer of this musical
enterprise and the Principal of ChristWidyalaya.

This audio musical creation has already been scripted in golden
letters in the history of the world of Kannada Christian Music. Since
ancient times the Gamaka Raaga has been in use in the temples of

(o8]




Karnataka to sing out verses from Mahabharatha and Ramayana.

The theme offesu Jeevana Charithe Mahakavigacomprised
of 2011 poems composed by Prof. Narahari in Bhamini Shatpadi
prosodic metre. The work conveys the life history and teachings of
JesusVersification in Shatpadi prosodic metre is something unique
found only in Kannada language and literature. These are poems with
six PAADAS(feet) with 3 and 4 initially rhymingsANAS(rhythm
units). The ¥, 24 4" and 3" PAADASare with 4GANASand the 3
and 6" PAADASwith 6 GANAS These verses are very suitable for
recitation in Gamaka style. The first Mahakavvya composed in
Shatpadi style iKarnataka Katha manjariThis long poem with as
many as8000constituent poems was written by Kumaravyasa in the
14" century Thereafter no one ventured to compose long poems in
this style.When Yesu Jeevana Charithe Mahakavi@ok birth, it
marked the beginning of the returnSifatpadiof yore.Yesu Jeevana
Charitheis just an attempt to bring out the musical rendition of this
book.

Itis a matter of great pride for every Indian that this artistic creation
is the first Christian poetic collection in Gamaka Raaga. It is worth
noting that at a time when religious fundamentalists are rampant and
rule the roost in some parts of the countiys majestic creation of
poems emerged in modern India from the glorious pen of a Hindu
poetAgain it is hoped that this musical rendition laced with background
music rendered by 20 Hindu devotees of Kannada poetry along with
explanations codified by other artistes will evoke feelings of religious
harmony and brotherhood among people. It may also be noted that
after every verse in the poem, its explanation has been arranged in
both Kannada and English. This must go a long way for the listeners
to clearly understand and assimilate Chsistessagelhis 17 hour
long poetic chanting is also sure to serve as the symbol and instrument
of religious harmony

A musical icon as it is, it is also a means and collective effort to
present Jesus to Indians through enculturation by translating to people’
hearts Jesus” life, teachings and the Gospel values. No doubt it has
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set a start for the enhancement of the artistic form of Gamaka and its
growth to an international standard. It may be mentioned that the
whole enterprise came to materialize thanks to the dedication and
perseverance of Réw. Antony Payyappilly CMI,Principal of
ChristhaVidyalaya, and a member of the religious congregation , CMI
(Carmelites of Mary Immaculate), whose founder Blessed Kuriakose
Elias Chavara, will be canonizedVatican on 28 November2014.

The releasing ceremony of the audio musical CD was officiated
by RevFr.ThomasAykara CMI, Rectar Dharmaram college and
Chancellor of Christ Universitf8angalore, on 22 June 2014. Monsignor
Jayanathan, th&icar General of BangalorArchdiocese,
Gaanavidushi Smt. Sukanydaya Kumar who did thdirection of
the programme , poet and professor Narahari and the producer
Fr.Antony Payyappilly CMI were present on the dais, it may be recalled
that the underlying force behind this enterprise is the rich legacy of
the contributions made to the Kanndada language , literature, culture
and music by the premiere institutions of Dharmaram College and
Christ University located at the heart of the Capita! of Karnataka-
the Garden City of Bangalore. This is the second artistic creatioiji-
taken place in Christh¥idyalyaya.The release ofesu Jeevona
Charithe Mahakavy@omposed in Shatpadi had been held in1201
at ChristhaVidyaiaya .This audio musical CD also matters as the
first fruit brought out by the Greafiew Sudio in Christ University
Bangalore, an Institution of Internationa! repute and standard in the
country
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